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Ne Biel kave occaſion to; ſpeak of humane Covenants, 
» ix ſhall not be unprofitable to. ipeak ſomewhat to 
L942; that queſtion. ſp, much. debated , as wel,amang 


VNR? Divings, a5 among POlxicians and Lawyers; phos 
TISLISY - 5/7 4 prjeay agin aud. aſſociation With wicked. men, 
"ox {nakras are of another Religion,be lawfully yea,or ng ? For anfwer 


ON 2 : a” > * 
hereunto ſhortly, let.us diſtinguiſh, 1. Civil Covenants, 2. Fc- 
| Cleſrgſtical,: Sacred, or Religious Covenants. | i3,, Mixed Cove- 


? vil, paztly,l Eligious. The-Jakewo being made 


: ants, .partly: Civ 
| to beunlawfull,and fo.do the beſt Writers; When the Iſraclites 
. axe forbidden a Goxenant. with the Canaanites, ſpeciall mention 

1s made of their gads. altars, images, Exod.23,32.;and-34. 1.3; 14 Zepperus de - 

Z44g-2;2;thar no, ſuch ſuperſtitious, yolawful, warſhip might be PM 0h16-14 

Lolcrated, ;As for.C1v1l YEDAnTS,. if they be for CQINMEFEE. OF ing, Fe 

| ay oem wete called, 9pa/ they are allowed according to Pareusin ez, { 

the Scriptures. Ger14.'3. GeneZ1.44, 1:King, 5. 124, 727429. 7, 14: Rivetusin 

Roms 1.8, Such, Covenants the Venetians have, with the J-arks, £29423-32+ 

becauſe of vigjuity : Such. Covenants allo Chriſtian Baperouts 1116. te 
;of, a Civil-Covcrant of Peace with the Z&ke » that: God 

.af, rhe.ciyiL, Covenant. be ſuch. a Covenant as the Grecian called 56 Victor. 

fs 9 JA 10 milaey.capedtionstopechec 2. af dia jou pertinent 
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x01, 34: God forbidden 2 onely Religious-Covenants 


; anaanites,. but even civil} Covenants-, verſe 1-2.. ani 


covjaghc Covenants, verſe 16. Which is alſo 
6.16.26. P, Dion his Analyſis uporrthat place, The reaſon for the unlaw- 
Mareyr. Loc. fulnefſe of ſuch. confederacies are brought. 1, Fromthe Law, 
gn, Cl 4. Exod. 23. 32-4nd 34. 12.15. Dent. 7, 2. Yea, God maketh 
Een © 2 principall ſtipulation and | condition upoh their part, 
29.15.17 While heis making a Covenant with them , Fxil..34. '0. x2, 
T7 ſane Frdg. 2.1,2, *and.left it ſhould be thought that this'is meant only 
is holden of thete feven Nations enumerate;. Det. 7. the ſame Law is 
by Toſtts In incerpreted of four other Nations,! King.71, 1,2; fo that *cis to 
4, II be underſtood generally againſt confederacies with idolaters and 
pidein 3 ee, thoſe of a fatie Religion : Andthe reaſon'of the Law is Moral and 
22+3, perpetuall,v;z. the danger of cnſnaring the people of God;there- 
fore they were forbidden to Covenant either with their gods; or 
with themlſeclves;for aconjunAion of Councels and familiar jo. 
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yerſation (which are conſequents of a Covenant ). drawet 
endtio a fellowſhipin Religion. 2, From difallowe@Aand con- 
demned examples, as: A/a his: Cayenane with PBenhadad, 
2 (hron, 16. to verſe 10. And Abaz, his Covenant with: the 
King of Aſſjria, 2 Kings 16s. 7, 10.. 2 Chron, 28. 16, tO 23, 
And if itfhould here, theſe: are bur cxampſesof Cove- 
*nants with Idolatrous Heathefis; there is not the . like reafotr' to 
condemne-confederacies and aftociations with wicked* men of 
the ſame Religion. I anſwer.. 1. It holds # fortioriagainſtcon- 
federacies with ſuch of the ſeed: of /acob , as had made defeai- 
on from true Religion ; for as Grorizs de. jure belli + pacy ib. 
2, CaP. 15, N«mb..9; noteth, G O D would have ſuch to be more. 
abominated then Heathens, and ro be deſtroyed: from among 
their people, Dext. 13.13. Beſides this T adde, 2. We have tn 
other-Scriptures examples which-meet with thar caſe alſo; for Fe- 
boſaphats confederacy. with Ahab: 2 ((hron. 18. 3. with Chron, 
19. 2,\;and afrer with' Ahyzzah,2 (Chron. 20,35. are condemned, 
which made-Tehoſaphar (although once relapfing into. that, finne) 
yet afterwards mend his fault;tor he would not-againe joyn wi 
Abazzab, when he fought-that aſſociation the ſecondtime,1 King. 
22-49: 50 imaziuh having affociate himtelfe in an expedition. 
- with- che: //raelires,. when God'was: not with him, did upon the 
— -Prophets admpnitiondisjoyne himſelfe from them 'and take his- 
* hazardof -iheir. anger :: 2{hron, 25-758; 9,10,. Lavaier woos 
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kindof a isnot-controverted.. 
o 
 - Renanes and Lacedemoniang; 1 Adacea. 8, and 12.1,2, Anſw. 1." 
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the ace appt yi \ that example, noteth this- as one£ A "I Su 
—_— 'the Chriſtian Wars my the Twrke had ſo ill fuccefle; _ 

faith he, conſider what Souldiecs were .imployecd; this is the 22 
fruit- of affociatidns with the wicked. 3. Theſe confederacies © 7 
proceed from-an evill hearr'of unbelief. as is manifeſt by the rea» 
fons which-axe brought againſt Lax his League with Benhadad, 
2Chron. 16: 7,8, 9. and- by that which is faid againſt che cam: > 


. Federacie with the King of 4ſfyria, I/ay 8 12, iz. for as Calvin 7; 
upon the place noteth; the unbeleevers among the people conſi. A 
dcring thcic owne inability for: managing ſo great a Warre,. 
thought it neceflary to: have a confederacie with the« 4ſſprians ;. 
bur this was from faithlefle feares, from want of faich to ſtay 
and reſt upon God.as alufficient. -4..1f we muſt avaid fellow- 
ſhip and converſation with the ſons of Belial , (excepe where 
natural! bonds or the neceſſity of a-calling tieth us,P/at.6.8. Prov. 
9.6. and 24.1. 2Cor.14, 15. and if we ſhould account Gods: 

* enemies our enemies, Pſal. 139:. 21.then how can we joyne with: 
them, as canfederates*and aſſociates 2. for by this meanes we 
ſhall hbave fellowſhip with them,,, and look. on them as 
friends. 

Now asto theArguments which uſe to be brought forthe con- 
trary opinion, Firſt, 'tis 6bjeRed that 4brabamhad a confedera- 
ey with A4rer, Eſchol,and AMawre, Genefis 14.13. Abraham with: 
eAbimelech,Genefis 2127: 32» and I/aac with Abimelek, Gen. 26. 
Tacob with Laban, Gen. 31, 44.. Solomon with» Hiram, 1 Kings 5» 
12. Anfw. 1,It cannot be proved that theſc confederates._ of A- 
brabam , Iſaac and: Solomon, were either jidolaters or-wicked :- 
Laban indeed was -an- Idolater : But there arc good. Interpreters 
who conceive that Abrahams three confederates. feared-God;. 
and that Abimelech alſo feared God, beeaule he ſpeaketh reve- 
rently of God, and aſcribeth to God the bleſſing and proſperity 
of thoſe Patriarchs.. _- 

'Tis preſumed alſo that Hiram was .a pious man, becauſe of 
his Epiſtle to: Solomon, 2:Chron, 2: 11:12. However, . 2.. thoſe 

'confederacies were civil, cither for. commerce, or for.peace and: 

muruall ſecurity- that they ſhould nor wrong one. another, as that: 

-with Zabas, Gen, 31: 52. and with Abimelech, Gen. 26, 29. which. 


Tis objeQtedalſs that the Adarcaber.had 2 Covenant withthe: 
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bevy inp is diſaffowed 0,8 youdWiherogies, ths obſer- 
ved frott the ftory that they-ha@ not the better but the worſe ſns- 
ceſſe, ropthe'tefſe, bitithemorerrouble followingir,2. TheStory it 
RRff;r Marr. r2 tels ws. that thefirſt motion of aconfederacy with 
the Heathen in thofe times proceeded from-the-children of Beliat 
== in 1/ael[-Eafſtly ir may be objectee that perſons diſcontented and 
F of broken fortunes were gathered to Da#wAand that he'reveived 
them, & became a Captain to them, 1 $414.24) 2, Anſw. 1, Some 
think (and *tis probable) they were ſuck as were opprefied: and 
wronged by San/: tyranny, andwere therefore in debt 'and diſ- 
contented ,. and that David' tm receiving them was # Type of 
Chriſt v+ho is a_refupe for theeaMiſed , atid roached with: che 
feelittg of their infirnticies:' 2 Whoeverthey were, David cook 
care thatno profane ttor wicked perſon might- be' in his compa- 
ny, Pſal. tor. = Pſal. 34; 17,  ( which'was penned at chat 
ſametime whert te departed from -Achiſh and became Captaine 
of thofe. 0 'men ) the fatth-to therh , Core jo ebhildrenhrarken 
mito me, 1 will cexch you thefeav'of the Lord. 3-1 ſhalt bring 'a 
becter Argtiment' fron Davia# example apainftthe joyning with 
ſuch aſſociates in War as are known to be Malignant and wicked, 
P/al.118.7. The Lord taketh my purt with them that help me, ther 
fore Tal feb ory deftre pon meine emiiery PAUL; 4.2; The Lord 
#5 With ther that uphold my ſoule:*Upon'thislaſt place; both: Cal. 
»inand ECzſnern; obſctve, that alchouph Duvide helpers were 
few and weak, yet God being in then, and wich them;'his cort- 
Rdenice' was that they ſhouldiprove ſtyonger then all'the wicked: 
Keiotitates alſo, thatif he had-not known thas God was wich 
Ub ktYers, leading and 'imſpiting thain,-henhad Iooked for wo 
belp by then: 2 Ch-d#: 25. 9:81 That Daide helpers in the 
Wat were lookrt upvotras ſincere, cordiall;atd(ſticredup of God, 
may further appear from 1 Chron 12.) where” David joyneth 
with himſelf fdos homijnes qui idem cum eo ſenvirent faith Lavnter 
on ttc place, faithfufl'men of 'Nis own -minde - he ;addech, that 
they were kick as Hited (Sls impiety: andingjuſtice, and. tbvell 
Davids vertne, Vit. Strigeli ces cals rhem fideles: arnitos; fairhfadl 
friends, TheText it ſelfe tels ns; thas divers of ther joynedthem- 
ſetres to Davit white he yet wasin- diſtreſſeandfhar upih Zyok- 
A lag, wer/. 1, (which was zn- Afgatiieurof fincerity-; all, 
| + — fomeof Beyjumin {Sanly-owne tribe):adjoynet>ti /es 00 
& David, andvlteſpiritieamepporte Lorie, wheby.a fpeciat Di- 
. vine 
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vineinſtin(t ſpaketo afflurc Dgviabof therfincerity, of FF 
18: :T bey. alſo who: goyned themblves with David after Sauls 
gcath, am/223, wevenet of a dawb/e hearth obut ob .perfett hagrt, 
ver{. 33:38. and they.all agreed that the firſt great buſineſſe 1g: 
be undertaken;ſhould-beReligion;the bringing/back of the Ark, 
T Chrox.13.3 qo. bla ,4s F1 149 JD 1 EL Lo 
- . This poinir of the unlawfulnefſe of confederacies with. men of 
a falſe Religion , i5-ftrangely miſapp'yed by Lutheravs againſt Fe, 
eonfederacies'with us, whom they call Calvinifts : So. arguerth: 
TarnovT ratt.de Fader. But'we may make a very-po'-d uſe of tt: 
For as we ought'to pray and-endeavour that all who are Chriſts, 
may be made onein hiw | fo we ought to pray againſt, and by:all 
means avoyd fellowſhip, familiarity, mariages,and mylitary,con- 
federacies'with known wicked perſons: & rſuch as'are of afalle or: - 
heretical :Rehigjon, I ſhall branch forth this matcer in fwe.par- 
ticulars.,, which God forbade to his people ia reference to the 
{{anaaniteand other Fieathens, which alſo (partly.by paricy,of 
reaſon, partly by [concluding more ſtrongly) will miltatcagiinſ} 
confederacies & con juttions with ſuch: as-under the profeflion 
of the Chriſtian Religion do-either maintain Herefies and dan- 
gerous Errors, «or live a profane and wicked life, 

Firſt, God forbade all:Reljgious Covenants with: fach , and 
would not have his people to tolerate the gods, images, akars or 
groves ofidolaters ©: Exod.23.32, and 3413. Dewt 7.5. F1dz2.2, 
And alchough the letter of the Law mention this inreference to 
the Canaunites;. yet the beſt reforming Kings of Zudeh applyed 
and execmed this Law in taking away the groyes and high places 
abuled by the. Fewes 1n their ſuperſtition, And. what maryel! ? 
If ſach things wete not £0 be tolerated in the'Canaauiter, much - 
lefle in the Fewes. Theoduſins is commended for his ſappreſling 
and puniſhing Heretic ks. | | | , Socrar, hiſt. 

2. God forbad familiar converſation with: theſe Heathen, ''b-5 Cap 19. 
that. they (hiould not dwr ll together wicth-bis pbople;, nay, nor 
an.the ſand wthithem, Exe4.23:33- Jeſtoneofchem being fanny - 

Har with an //-getire, might call:bim to afeaſt and make him.cat 

of chings: ſacrificed co jdols,  Exvd. 74. 15; 4Compare his with 

frdg. 1.24: Pfjahiczs. Now the Apoſtle Jayeth much more xe- 
itraat:npgn; as ;.4k8am, conve, (ing; cating. and erivking:;wich 2 
fcandalow &wilitany  1:(ora5, +1.: then withaBaganoriunty — 
leever, 2 (or. 1.27, There is a converlingand companying with "© 
HP | wicked,  Ff 
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þ ---wicked perſons, which is Ps. SIRI our fault, that is when 
2 -we cannot be rid of them, do what we can, 1'Cor.5. 10, which 
- 4s an Argument againſt ſeparating and departing from a true 

Church, becauſe of ſcandalous verigas init, The Apoſtle gives 

this check to ſuch, go where they will, they ſhall finde ſcandalous 
>. perfons all the world over, There is againe a converſing and 

"companying with wicked perſons, which naturall and civil bonds, 
our neer relations,or our calling tieth us unto,as between husband 
and wife, parent and child , Paſtor and people, Magiſtrate and 
thoſe of his charge. But wittingly and willingly to converſe a 
- -and have fellowſhip either with herericall or profane perſons, 

-whether it be out of love tothem and delight in them, or for 
our owne intereſt or ſome worldly benefir, this is certainly fin- 
Full and-inexcuſable. If we take care of our bodily ſafety , by 
flying the eompany of ſuch as have the plague; yeaif we take 
care of the fafety of our beaſts, and would not to our. know= 
ledge ſuffer a ſcabbed or rotten ſheep to infeR the reſt; ſhall we 
not much-more take care of our own and neighbours ſouls , by 
avoyding and warning others to avoid the fellowſhip of the un- 
godly, whereby ſpicicuall infetion comes. Remember it was 
bur a kind viſit of [ehoſaphat to Ahab which was the occaſion of 
ingaging him intoa confederacy with that wicked man, 2 Chron, 
18.3,3. 

% God forbade-conjugall.covenants or marrying with them, 
Ex, 34.16. Dent.7. 3. The rule is the fame againſt matching 4 
with other wicked-perſons, whether Idolaters or profeſling the | 
fame.rcligion with us, We read not of idolatry or any profeſſed 
dorinall Uifferences in Religion between the Poſterity of Serb 
& the Poſtecity of Cain,yet this was the great thing that corrupt- 

F<. ed the old world and brought on the flood, that the children of | 
God joyned themſelves in marriage with the-profane, Gez. 6, 1. 
2, 3» Tehoram married not an Heathen, but the daughter of Abad; 
but /tis marked, hee did evill , as did the houſe of Ahab; 
And whart is the-reafon given forthis > For the daughter of Ahab 
was his wife, 2 Kings 8.18. and by and by, verſe 27. the like is 
marked -0 Abaxzah the ſon of Jehorams , who did evill in the 
| fight of the Lord as did the houſe of Ahab, jor he was the ſoune in 
*% Law of the houſe of Ahab. - The Apoſtle: Peter fappoleth that 
 # > Chriſtians marry ſuch as are. heres rogether of the grace of life, 
O87 rxPet.3-7.ſeeallo,ÞProv. 31.30, 
"WES Bf 4» God 
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4. Cod forbade his MANA, make with the Canaanites 
fedus deditionts Or ſabaFiong, or (as others Ipeak) pattun. Hi 
beratorinm ; He' would have his people. thew no_mercy to - 
thoſe whom he had deſtinate to deſtruQion, Dear.7, 2, Herein,, 
Ahab ſinned making a brotherly Covenant ar friendſhip with 
Benhad.id, when God had delivered him into his hand, 1 K ing. 
20.32,33, 34 Somnall Chriſtian Commonwealths, the Magt- 
ſtrate Gods vicegerent ought to ciit off ſuch evil docrs as Gods 
Word appointed to be cut off. "Davids ſparing.of 7oab and 
Shimei, being partly neceſſitate therero', partly induced by 
political reaſons, ( whereof'he repented when be was dying, 
nor could his conſcience be at eaſe till he left a charge upon 
Solomon for executing jultice upon both 7oab and Shimes , 1 
King.2.5,\ 6, $.9.)' are no good Prefidents or warrants. to 
Chriſtian Magiſtrates ro neg/e the executing of Juſtice. ? Tis 
a better pretident which David relolveth upon more delibe- 
rately, P/a/:101 8. 1 will early deſtroy all the wicked of the land, 
that I'-ay cut off all iched doers from the city of the Lord. 
Mark this A/, 'of what degree or qualiiy ſoever, without re- 
ſpe of perſons ; and chat early and without delay. | aſtly, 
and even foav himtelf was ſo far puniſhed by David, that he 
was caſt out of his place and command , 2 Sam. 19. 13. and 
20, 4, | 
5. The Lawis alfo'to be applyed againſt civil Covenants, 
- not of Peace, or of Commerce, but of Warre - that 15,4 League 
oftenſive and defenſive ; wherein we aſſociate our felves with 
Idolaters, Infidels, Hereticks, or any other known Enemies of 
Truth or Godlineſle,ſo as to have the {ame friendsor enemies, 
A Covenant” of Peace 'of Commerce with ſuck may happen to 
be unlawful, in reſpe& of ſome circtimſtaices ;" as when Peace 
is given to thoſe Rebels, Murdefers, Irccndiaries in tne King- 
dome, who by the Law of God oughe ro be deſtroyed by the 
hand of Juſtice ; or when commerce with dolaters is fo a- 
buſed, as to furniſh them with the things that chey are known 
to make uſe of inTheir idolatry. Bur as for, 9v4ausiz, a con- 
federacic engagin.. us into a War with ſuch affociates, *cis ab=- - 
ſolutely and 1n ics own nature unlawfull ; and 1 find it con- 
demned by good Writers , both of the Popyth party, of the 
_— B Lutheran 
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Lutheran party,and of the Orthodox party; Some of all theſe 

are before cited. What holineſle God required in the Armies 
| of 1{rael, ſee Dewt.23. 9,11,12,13.4, We may well-argue as 
7  Jfidorrs Peluſratq doth, 1ib.3,epift 14. If the Law was/ſo ſevere 
=" * againſt ſuch uncleanneſfſes as were not voluntary, how much 
lefle would God ſuffer ſuch as did voluntarily and wickedly 
defile themſelves? *Tis marked as a part of Abimilechs (inne, 
7adg.9 4.. that he hired vain ang light perſons which followed 
him. God would tave Amaziah to dilmifſe an hundred thou- 
ſand men of hwy +, already-with him in a body , and 
told him he ſhould fall before the enemy if theſe went with 
him, becauſe God was not with them. 2 Chron. 25. 7, .&c, 
If they had not yet been gathered into a body , it had been 
much to abſtain from gathering them , upon the Prophets ad- 
monition ; but this is much more, that he ſends them away 
after they are in a body , and takes his hazard of all the hurt 
that ſo many enraged Souldiers could do to him or his people; 
and indeed they did much hurt in going back ,. zer/. 13. yet 
God rewarded Amaziahs obedience with a great Victory, 
In the laſt Age ſhortly after the begun Reformation in Ger- 
21any , this Caſe of Conſcience concerning the unlawfulneſſe 
of ſuch Confederacies , was much aches at, The City of 
Sleid.Com. & S$rrafburg, Anno 1529. made a Defenſive league with Zxrik, 
1id.7-p.106. Berne, and Baſil; Qui + vicini erant , & dogmate mag con- 
veniebant , faith Sleiday; They were not only neighbours, 

but of the ſame Faith-and Religion, therefore they made a 
confederacie with them, About two years after, the Elecor 

Ibid. lib.8. of Saxony refuſed to take into confederacie thoſe Heluetians, 
* kf SFO becauſe although they were powerful , and might be v.ry 
in foedus reci- BEIPFul to him , yet they diftering in Religion concerning the 
piendis, quod Article of the Lords Supper , he ſaid he durſt not joyn with 
civitates val- them as confederates , leſt ſuch ſad things might befall him, 
de cupiebant, a5 the Scripture teſtifieth to have befallen thoſe who for their 
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de ca-na Dom. diverſum ſequantur dogma, non bbi licere ſocietatem cum jphis ullam co- 


iri 3; quanti fit ipſorumconjunRio proper vires atque potentiam, non ſe quidem latere, 
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n-que fo-dus ulfumcum jpfis faciendum Me. Er infral! 
Auguſtz propofitam in Comris profitcantury'& .ſortem cormuncem ſubgaate 
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The rule was good z» thefs, although in that particular cafe 
miſapplyed, The very Heathenis had a notion of the unlaw- 
falnefle of confederacies with wicked men; for as Viforinmws 
Strigelius on 2 Chron, 25. noteth out of e£/chylus his Trage- 
dy entituled Seven to Thebe, Amphiarans 4 wiſe and vertnons 
man was therefore ſwallowed up in the earth with ſeven men 
and ſeven horſes, becauſe he had affociate himſelfe with Ty- 
deus, Capanews, and other impious Commanders marching to 
the leige of Thebe, Laſtly, take this reaſon for further con- 
firmation: As we muſt do all to the glory of God, ſo we muſt 
not make Warres to our ſelves, bur to the Lord ; hence the 
book of the Warres of the Lord, Num. 21.14. and, the battell 
75 rot ours, but the Lerds, 1 Sam. 25. 28, 2 ( hron. 20. 15. 
Now how ſhall we imploy them that hate the Lord, to help 
the Lord ? or how ſhall the enemiesof his glory do for his 
slory ? Shall Rebels and Traytors be taken to: fight inthe 
Kings Warres? Offer it to thy Governour, as it is fatd Mal, 
1. ſee if he would take this well. 

As for the ObjeRions from Scripture, they are before ar 
ſwered. T here are many other exceptions of mens corrupt 
reaſon, which yet may be ca(tly taken off, if we will receive 
Scripture light. That very caſe of Tehoſaphats cotifederacy 
with 4hab, taketh off many of them; for although, 1, le 
haſaphat was a good man and continned fo after that affo- 
ciation, not drawne away into Idolatry, nor infeRted with 
Abhabs Religion , but onely aſſiſting him in a civ!ll buſineffe, 
2. Ahab lived inthe Church of J/zae! which was Rtifl a 
Church, although greatly corrupted, and he was no pro- 
feſſed hater of. God (onely he had-profeſſed to hate 1Mica- 
jab therman of God) yea lately before this he appear- 
ed very praltent, and fome. think Jcho/aphart now judged 
charitably of 4a, -becauſe of that great humiliation and 

B 2 repen- 
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repentance of his, which GY did accept , fo farre, as to 
reward it with a temporal! ſparing mercy , x Kings 21eat the 
end: then followes immediately (hap. 22. ichoſephars aſſo. 
ciation with him; Although Jehoſaphar was alſo joyned in 
affinity with Ahab, Ababs daughter being married to his 
ſon. 3,' he enemy was the King of Syria, and Jehoſaphat 
doth not joyne. with a wicked man againſt atty of Gods 
people, bur againſt the inhdell Syrians; even as Amazia was 
begining to joyne with thoſe of the ten tribes againſt the E- 
domites. 4+ | he cauſe ſeemes to have been good, as Cartha- 
fran 0n1 Kings 2243: and Lavater upon 2 ({hroy. 9. 2. note, 
For Rameth.Gitead was a City of Refuze, pertaining to the 
Levites in the tribe of cad, and ſhould have beene reſtored 
by the King of Syria to Ahab, according to their Covenant, 
1 Kings 20. 34 Danemus brings that ſame example of Ahabs 
going up againſt Ramorh-Gilead,to prove that 'tis juſt to make 
warre againſt theſe who have broken. Covenant with u-. 5, 
Tehoſaphats manner of proceeding was zpious in this reſpec, 
that he ſaid to Ahab, enquire 1 pray thee of the word of the 
Lord to day, and againe, zs there not here a Prophet of the Lord 
beſides, to enquireth xtra; and ſeeks all the light he covId 
there hve 1n point of conſcience from Prophets of the Lord, 
which makes it probable that thoſe 400 Prophets did not pro- 
feſle, or were not known to [ehoſaphat to be Prophets of Baat; 
bur were lookt upon as Prophets of the Lord, as Cajetar 
thinketh. , T herefore they aniwer alſo in the name of the 
Lord , the. Lord ſhall deliver it, *Iis not likely that Te- 
hoſaphat would deſire the i'rophets of Zaz/ to be conſulted, 
or that he would hearken to chem more then to the Prophet 
of the Lord Micajah, yet in this he failed extremly, that 
he had too farre engaged himlelfe to 4hab , before the en- 
quiring at the word of the Lord. However, it ſeemes, 
he was by this enquiring ſeeking a faire way ro come off again. 
6. 'choJaphats end was good, Martyr on. Kings 22. thinks 
Tehoſaphat entered into this confederacy with Ahab, for the 
peace and ſafety of this Kingdome, and to prevent a new 
W-rre between Tudah and {/-acl, tuch as had been between 
Aſa his father , and Baafea King of 1/rael, for which end? 
alſo 
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alfo Carthuſian' ibid. ik? that Tehoſaphat took Ababs 
daughter to his ſon. Yet notwithſtanding of all this, the- 
Prophet Teh# faith to him , 2 Chron. 19. 2. Shouldeſt thor 
help the ungodly, or love them that hate the Lora? {he LXX,. 
read hated of the Lord which comes all to one thing. And 
leſt it ſhould be thought a veniall or light matter , he ad-- 
deth, 1 herefore is wrath upon thee from before the Lord. 
So that from this example we learne, that let us Keep Our 
ſelves unſpotted of the falſe religion or errours of thoſe 
with whom. we aſlcociate, let wicked men ſeem never ſo 
penitent, and our relations to them be never ſo near, [ct - 
the common enemy be an Inki ell, let the cauſe be never 
ſo good, let the manner of proceeding be never ſo pious, 
and the end alſo good : yer all this cannot excuſe norju- 
ſlife confederacies and aflociations with wicked and ungod- 
ly men, And if God was ſo angry at lehoſaphat , when 
there were ſo many things concurring as might ſeeme to 
excuſe or extenuate his fault, ir being alſo in: him a finne 
of infirmity onely , and not without a reluctation of con- 
ſcience, and a conflict of the ſpirit againſt the fleſh(which 
Paremxs upon 1 Kings 22, doth well colle& from his delire 
of enquiring at the word of the Lord, that he might have 
occalion to come off) how much more will Sod be an- 
gry with ſuch as go on with an high hand in this treſpaſle, 
_—_ his word behind them, and hating to be refor- 
med? | tne | . | 

; JF it be further ocjeaed, that we are not able with-: 
out fuch contederacies and help to proſecute a great war a» 
lone; This alſo the Holy Gholt hath before hand anſwered, : 
inthe example of Ahaz his confederacy with the King of 
e1ſſyria; tor he had a great War to manage, both. againſt 
the Syrians, and agatalt the King of I/7.Acl, 2 Kings 16. 7+: | 
aifo. 3gainft che Zdomites and Philiſtins, 3 Chron, 2%, 16,17) 
18, yetalchough he had fo much to do, this could nor excuſe 
the contederacy with the eLſyrian : he ſhould haye truſted- 
to God, and nor uſed un awtull 'meanes, . God can fave by 
tew as well as by many; yea, ſometimes God thinks not fit 
to ſave vy many, J,de.7.. It ſhall not be the ſtrength of baxcell- 
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to have unlawfull confederatesbut ratherto want them ,Zxod. 
23.22, | 
If it be ſaid it is dangerous to provoke and incenſe 
my wicked men by caſting them off, This is plainely 
Sered from the example of 4maziah and the 100900. 
aten of T1/-ae/ with him , of which before. If furthermore 


.objeftion be made, that we muſt be gentle and patient 


towards all, and in meekneſflſe inftrut thoſe that oppoſe 
themſelves, 2 Tim. 2. 24, 25- Anſw, 1, Yet he bids us 
rurne away from the wicked , Ibid, chap. 3. 5. We oughtin 
meekneſlſe to inſtrukt even him that is excommunicate , 
2 Theſſal. 3. verſe 15, yet we are there warned, wer/.14. 
to have no company with him. 2. The Angel of the 
Church at Epheſus, is at once commended , both for his 
patience , and that he could not beare them which were 
evil, 


I ſhall adde five DiſtinRions which will take of all other 
ObjeRions that I have yet met with, 


r. Niftingviſh betweene a confederacy which is more dif- 
cretive and Serinctive, and a confederacy which is more 
unitive. And here isthe reaſon why Covenants of peace. and 
commerce even with Infidels and wicked perſons are allow- 
ed, yet Military aflociations. with ſuch, diflallowed : for the 
former keeps them and us flill divided as two: the Jatter u- 
nices us and them, as one, aud imbodieth us together with 
them : for Thacidides defines cyupuaxia to be ſucha Cove- 
nant as makes us and our confederates to have the ſame 
friends and enemies , and it is mentioned by Writers as 
a further degree of Union then 9@oy/e: or Covenants. of 
peace, - 

2. Diſtinguiſh between endeayour of duty, and the perfe- 
ion of the thing : Which anſwers that exception, O rher 
me muſt have an Army all of Saints, ( it ſhould be ſaid, with- 
ont any known wicked perſon in it.) Now even as 'ts our duty 
to endeavour a Purging of the Church from wicked and ſcan- 
dalous perſons; yet when we have done all we can, the _— 
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field ſhaſf not be perfeAly My from tares till the end 'of 


the world, 2at.13. So-when we have done all that ever we 
can to avoid wicked perſons in an Expedition, yet Weeannot 
be rid of them all ; but we muſt nſe our utmoſt endeavours 


fault, 

3. Diſtingniſh between ſome particular wicked perſons, 
here and there mixing themſelves with us ; and betweeri a 
wicked FaRion and malignant party : The former ſhould be 
avoided as much as is poffible ; but much more a comunttion 
with a wicked faction. David would by no meanes meer 
and conſult with the Kaha/ meregnim, the Aſſembly of Malig- 
nants ; neither did he only ſhun to meet and conſult: with 
vain perſons, who openly ſhew and bewray themſelves ; bur 
even with diſſemblers, or (as the Chaldee) With thoſe that 
hide themſelves that they may do evill , Pfal.26, 4, 5. . We can 
know better how to do with a whole field of tares in which 
is no wheat, then we can do with tares growing here and 
there among the wheat. 

4. Diſtinguiſh between ſuch a ;fellowſhip with ſome wick- 
ed perſons, as is neceflary, (which is the caſe of thoſe rhat 
are Married, and of Parents and Children ; ) or unavoidable, 
which is the caſe of thoſe, whoſe lot is to cohabite in one 
Town or in one Family; in a caſe of neceſſity , Travelling or 
failing together, Diſtinguiſh, I ſay, between theſe,and an elc- 
ive or voluntary fellowſhip with wicked wen, when love to 
them, or our own benefit draweth us thereunto. We net- 
ther looſe natural bonds , nor require impoſſibilities, but . 
that we keep our ſelves pure by not chooſing or conſenting to 
ſuch fellowſhip. | 

5, Diſtinguiſh beeween infidels, hereticks, wicked perſons, 
repenting, and thoſe who go on in their treſpaſſe + What- 
ever men have been, yet as ſoon as the fignes of repentance 
and new fruits appear in them, we are ready to receive them 
into favour and fellowſhip : Then indeed the Wolf ſhall 
dwell with the Lamb, and the Cow and the Beare ſhall feed, 
their young ones ſhall lye down together ; meaning ſuch as 


were Wolves,Leopards, Beares,and now begin'to etiange their 
by nature : 


that we way be able to ſay , *tis onr affliction , not Gl ON 
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nature ! Not ſo with the obſtinate, contumacious and'injpeni - 
tent who ſtill remain Wolves, #c. 

Let us now, 1. Fxamine our telves,. Whether there be fo 
ch tenderneſſe of conſcience in us, as to cloſe with thoſe 
e2cripture truths, or whether we are ſtill in a way of conſulting 
with fleſh and blood. | 

2, Be hu'bled for former miſcarriages and failings in theſe 
particulars, and for not walking accurately according to theſe 
Scripture Rules. 

3. Peware for the future : remember and apply theſe Rules 
when we have todo with the praiſe of them. 

And that | may drive hume this naile to the head, I adde 

( beſides what was ſaid betore ) thele Reaſons and 
Mortives. 

Firſt, *cis a great judgement when God mingleth i perverſe 
ſpirit in the midſt of a people, 1/a. 19. 14. Shall we then 
make that voluntary act of our own, which the Word men- 
tioneth as a dreadful judgment? With this ſpiritual judgment 
is oftentimes joyncd a tempora! judgment, as 2 Chror.16.9, 
and :0.37. and 28, 20. ſo Ho. 5.13.7, 8. compared with 
Hoſ.8,8,9. where their judgement ſoundeth forth their ſin as 
by an Eccho : The Cha/dee Paraphraſe in the place laſt cited 
faith, 7 he houſe of Iſrael us delivered irto the hands of the 
people whom they loved. 

Secondly , remember what followed upen Cods peco-+ 
ples mingling themſelves with the Heathen, P/2/. 106. 35, 
T hey were mingled among the heathen and learned their works, 
Hof. 7.8, E phraim he hath mixed himſelf among the people, 
that is, by miking confederacies with the Heathen, ( as 
Lnuiher expuunds the place) and by leeking their help and 
aſſiſtance, Ho/ 5,13. Bur what followes ? Ephraim vs 
cake not turyed ; hot and over-baken 1n the nether (ide, but 
cold and raw in the upper ſide. This will prove the fr.ir 
of ſuch confederacies and aſſociations; To make us z alous 
for ſome earthly or humane thing , but remifle and cold 
in the things of Chriſt ; to be too hot on our nether-(ide, 
and too raw on the wpper (ide, Whereas nor mingling 

our ſelves with the wicked , we (ball through G o p s 
mercy 
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mercy be like a cake turned, that bh and zeal which was before 
downward, ſhall now be upward, heavenward, Godward, let it be 
alſo remembred, how both Ahaxz, 2 K ing. 16.10. and eſa himſelf, 
2 Chron.16.10. (though a good man) were drawn into other great 
ſins upon occaſion of theſe aſſociations with the enemies of Go - 
and his people: this ſin will certainly enſnare men into other ſins. %.- ? 
Tis well ſaid by (a/viz upon Ezek, 16.26. that as weare too prone 
of our ſelves to wickedneſs, ſo when we enter into confederacies 
with wicked men, we are but ſeeking new tentations,and as it were 
bellows to blow up our own corruptions; as wine being mixed 
with water loſeth of its ſpirit, and white being mixed with black 
loſeth much of its whiteneſs : ſo the people of God, if once mixed 
with wicked enemies, ſhall certainly loſe of their purity and inte- 
grity. Thirdly, as theſe unlawful Confederacies draw us both into 
great judgements and fins, ſo into great ſtupidity under theſe great 
plagues and ſins, which will make the eſtate of ſuch to be yet worſe, 
Hoſ.7.9.after Ephraims mixing himſelf among the people,tis added, 
Strangers have devonred his ſtrength, and he knoweth not ; yea, gray 
hairs are here and there upon him, yet he knoweth it not ; although his - 
Confederates have diltrefled him,and not ſtrengthned him, and al- 
though there may be obſerv'd in him divers ſigns of adecay ing dying 
condition,yet he knows it not,nor takes it to heart; The ſame thing 
is inſiſted upon v.11. Ephraim alſo ts like a ſilly dove Without heart;they 
call to Egypt they go up to Aſſyria: he is as void of underſtanding as a 
filly dove,whoſe neſt being ſpoiled, and her yong ones taken from her 
(which the Chaldee paraphraſe addes for explications cauſe)yet ſhe 
{til returns to thoſe places where,and among thoſe people by whom 
ſhe hath been ſo ſpoiled ; So 1/-ael will Kill be medling. with thoſe . 
that have done him great hurt. Fourthly, we finde, that ſuch Con- 
federacy or Aﬀociation either with Idolators, or known impious 
perſons, is ſeldom or never recorded in the Book of God, without +. 
a reproof, or ſome greater mark of Gods diſpleaſure pur upon ir. 
If it were like the Polygamy of the Patriarchs, often mentioned 
ind not reproved, it were the leſs marvel to hear it ſo much deba- 
red : But now when God hath purpoſely ſer ſo many Beacons up- 
on thoſe Rocks and Shelves, that we may beware of them, O why 
ſhall we be fo mad, as Kill to run upon them ! It was reproved in 
the time of the Judges, 74dg.2.1,2,3. It was reproved in the time 
of the Kings ; Ahabs Covenant with Benhadad, eſa's Covenant 
with Benhaded, Ahaz his Confederacy with the 4ſſyrians, Fehow 
C ſaphats 
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ſaphats Afﬀociation, firſt with Ahab, then with Abaziah, Amaziabs: 
Aillociation with thoſe 100000 men of Ephraim, when God was 
DE not With them, all thoſe are plainly diſallowed and condemned. 
Ihe.  / Moreover, that reproof 7er.-2. 18. eAzd now, What haſt thex to do 
inthe Way of Egypt, te drink the waters of Sihor ? Or What haſt thou 
#7 * rode in the Wayof Afſyria, to drink the Waters of the river? the — 
LE \-.* Chaldce hath thus, 1/hat have ye to do to aſſociate With Pharaoh 
k +  . CMKingof Exypt * — And What have ye to do to make a Covenant 
With the Aſſyrian ? Again, after the Captivity, Ezra 9. the Fews 
mingling of themſelves with the Heathen is lamented. Fiftily, the 
great and precious promiſes of God may encourage us ſo, as we 
thall never ſay to the wicked, A Confederacy : for upon condition 
of our ayoiding all ſuch confederacics and conjunCtions, God pro- 
| miſerh never to break his Covenant with us, 74g. 2. 1, 2, and to 
a receive us as his Sons and Daughters, 2 Cor.6. 14,16,17,18. Sixth- 
ly, *tis one of Gods great mercies which he hath Covenanted and 
promiſed, 1will purge ont from among you the Rebels, and them that 
tranſgreſs againſt me, Extk, 20. 38, Why ſhould we then forſake 
our own Mercy, and deſpite the counſel of God againſt our own 
ſouls? Seventhly, as it was in A/a his experience, 2 Chron. 16. 7,8. 
ſo it hath been in our own, God hath done his greateſt works for 
us, when we were moſt unmixed with ſuch men. | 
There is another Objection, which at the writing hereof 1 

have met with : 'Tis Davids confederacy and aflociation both with 
eAbner, 2 Sam. 3.12,13, and with Amaſa, 2 Sam.19.13. whom ac-- b 
cording to agreement he made General of his Hoſt, 2 Sam.20.4, 
although both of them had been Davids enemies, and bora Arms 

againlt him ; Abzer being alſo ſcandalous, both for his whoredom, 

2- Sam. 3.7. and his treachery againſt 1Aboſheth in aſpiring to the 
Crown(which is colleed from his going in unto Saxls Concubine, | 
as Abſolom did unto Davids afterward) yea, for that he had born ho 
Arms againſt David, when he knew that God had ſworn ro make | 
David King,and ſo againlt the light of his conſcience,2 Sam.3.9,18. | 
Anf. 1. Perer Martyr commenting upon thoſe places, difaloweth 
Davids practice in both theſe caſes,eſpecially his league with Abner. 
Should we follow theſe two examples, not being allowed or com- 
mended in Scripture? or ſhould we not rather avoid ſach confede- 
racies, becauſe of many examples thereof, plainly condemned in the 
Word of God? 2. Whatſoever may be conceived to be allowable 
or excuſcable in theſe examples of Davis, yet it cannot be applyed, 
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except in like caſes. When Devil ? ANY with Abner, he was 
but King of Fudah, Abzer undertakes to bring about all 1/-ael.to 
him, and that he {hould make him reign over all the Tribes,whereas 
otherwiſe there was no appearance of Davids ſubduing of all the. 
other Tribes, but by a long and bloody War. Again, when David - A 
covenanted and capitulated with 4m-maſa, he was in a maner fled *..; 
out of the land for Ab/olon, 2 Sam.19.9. and was forced to abide ©; 
in the land of Gilead beyond fordas, fearing alſo (as Interpreters 52am 
obſerve) that the men of 7-dah having ſtrengthned Zeraſalens,and in Samy 
kept it with a gariſon for Ab/o/ox, and having done fo much in aſ- 
liſting Ab/o/oz againſt David, ſhould grow deſperate in holding out 
againlt him, hoping for no mercy ; therefore he is content to make 
AmaſaGeneral of his Army,upon condition that he would cauſe the 
men of 7xdah to bring him back to Fers/alem, which Amaſa moves 
the men of 7dah to do, 2 Sam.19.14. for it was done by his autho- 
rity,as Foſephx; alſo writeth ; nor could it be done without his au- Antia: Jud. 
thority,. for. Abſolo and Ahitophel being dead, Amaſa had the "OP 
whole power and ſole headſhip of that Army, and of all that fa- 
Rion that had followed A4b/o/ov. Now then let them that will 
plead for the lawfulneſs of confederacies with wicked perſons 
from theſe examples of David, firlt make the caſe alike, that is,thac 
the wicked one have power of an Army, and of a great part of the 
body of a Kingdom, to make them either continue in Rebellion 
and enmity, or tocome in and ſubmit. - Next let it be remembred, 
that both Abner and Amaſa did a great ſervice (which was merito- 
rious at the hands of men) for the good, peace and ſafety of the 
King and Kingdom, and they did it at that time alſo when David 
was but weak,and they had power enough to have continued a war 

ainſt him : Which is a very rarecafe, and far different from the 
caſe of ſuch as have done, and are, doing all that they can to per- 
vert and miſlead many thouſands of the people of God, in ſtead of 
reducing many thouſands to obedience, as Abner and Amaſa did. 
3. There are ſomeother Anſwers proper to the one caſe and the 0- 
ther. There is nothing in the Text to prove,that David made ſuch a 
Covenant with Abzer as the Grecians call avuwayiz, or that he Co- 
venanted to make him General-of his Army (as afterwards he Co- 
venanted with 4ma/) for at that time he could have no colour of 
reaſon for caſting 7oab out of his place, as afterwards he had ; 
Therefore I underſtand with Say&#, that the League which 45- 
er ſought from David was Feds pacis, a Covenant of peace. - 
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Hyereme readeth, fac mecum (+4 make friendſhip with me, 
for before they had been enemies ; ſo that this League is not of that 
kinde which is chiefly controverted. 'As for Awaſa, I ſhallnot'go_ 
-.17. About (as ſome have done) to excuſe or extenuate his fault in joyn- 
/* ng witheLb/olom, as not being from any malice or wicked inten- 
"tion againſt David his Uncle ; but there is ſome probability that 

Amaſa was a penitent and hopeful man: Sure David had better 
* hopes of him then of oab; and if it be true which 7oſephas writeth, 
that before David ſent Zadock and Abiathay to the men of 7udah 
and to «Amaſa frequent meſſages came from them to the King,de- 
firing tobe received into his fivor;howſoever Amaſa being ſo wil- 
ling and ready to do fo much for David, when he might have done 
ſo much againſt him, David as he couid not do his buſineſs without 
him,fo he had ſome ground to hope well of him; conſidering withal 
that 4maſa was not ſet upon this buſinels by any offence or diſplea= 
ſure at the other party, as Abner was. 4.Even as this example,fofar 
as concerncth the laying afide and caſting off of Foab, and not pre- 
ferring his brother 465/24 in his room (bothrof them being guilty 
of Abzers blood, 2 Sam.3.30. and both of them being too hard for 
David) helpeth to rengchen that which I have been pleading for. 

The point being now ſo fully cleared from Scripture, there is the 
lefs reaſon to argue contrariwiſe fromhumane examples inChriſtian 
States.and Commonwealths. The Word of God muſt not ſtoop to 
mens pradtices, but they to it. Yet even among thoſe whole exam- 
gee Mr. Fox PIC is alledged for the contrary opinton, there want not inſtances 
aas& Mo- for cautionſneſs.and conſcientiouſnels. in chooſing or refuſing con- 


MyNnents, VOi. 


>. p.86.9.807 federates ; as namely, among the Helverians or Smitzers, They 


EGt- 1539 of Zurich and Bern, when once reformed,renounced their League 


made before with the Frezch King, for aſlifting him in his Wars, 
and reſolved onely to keep peace with him ; but would not conti- 
Sethe 3. Me the League of ovwwexia, or joyning with him in his Wars. And 
Rates,Princi- Whatſocver were the old Leagues about .3oo years ago, mutually 
palizies and bjnding thoſe Cantons each to other, for ayd and ſuccour, and for 


Empires 


theworld, The defence of their Countrey, and for preſervation of their parti- 


ranſlated by cular Rights and Liberties, and for a way of deciding Controver« 


Grimiton,p. 


-.365,r0 370. ſies and Pleas between men of one Canton and of another (which 


aa & Mo. Leagues are recorded by thoſe that, write of that:Commonwealth) 
numents, nbi per after the Reformation of Religion, there 'was ſo much zeal on 
fipra» p-572- f,oth {ides, that it grew to a War between the Popiſh and the Pro- 
hb.7. p.106, teſtant Cantons, wherein as the Popith ſide ſtreogthned themſelves 

EE by 


——_— —_— —_ — 


SC TIN —— 
% 


grave of Heſſe, that thereby they might be ſtrengthned and ayde&? > 


(19) 
by a confederacy with Ferdizand the Emperors brother,ſo the Pro» IN 
reſtant ſide, Zwrick, Bern and Baſil entred into a confederacy, firſt 
with the City of Srraſbargh, and thortly thereafter with the Lant- 


againſt the Popiſh Cantons.The differences in Religion put theni"to.. | 

ic tochooſe other confederates. Nevertheleſs, I can eaſily admits”: 
what Lavater judiciouſly obſerveth upon Ezek, 16. 26, 27, 28, 29. A 
That Covenants made before true Religion did ſhine among a peo. 
ple,are not to be raſhly broken,even as the believing husband ought ** 
not to put away the unbelieving wife, whom he married when 
himſelf alſo was an unbeliever, if ſhe be willing ſtill co abide with: 
him. Whatſoever may be ſaid for ſuch Covenants, yet confede- 
racies with Enemies of true Religion, made after the light of Re- 
formation, are altogether inexcuſable. 

Peradventure ſome have yet another objeRion, This is an hard 
faying (ſay divers Malignants) weare looked upon as enemies, if 
we come not in and take the Covenant, yet when we are come in 
and have taken the Covenant, we are ſtill eſteemed enemies to the 
cauſe of God, and to his ſervants. A»/. This is juſt as if thoſe tray- 
tors, Covenant-breakers, and other ſcandalous perſons, from which 
the Apoſtle bids us turn away, 2 Tim.3 5. had objeFed, If we have 
no form of godlineſs, we are looked upon as aliens, and ſuch as are 
not tobe numbred among Gods people, yet now when we have 
taken on a form of godlineſs, we are in no better eſteem with Par!, 
but ſtill he will have Chriſtians to turn away from us ; yea, tis as 
if workers of iniquity livingin the true Church,ſhould objeR againſt 
Chriſt himſelf,” If we pray not, if we hear not the Word, &c. we 
are riot accepted, bur reje&ed for thenegle@ of neceſſary duties, 
yet when we have prayed, heard, &c. weare told for all that, De- 
part from me ye Workers of iniquity, I xever kaew you, Men mult be \ 
judged according to their fruits, according to their words and 
works, and courſe of living ; and if any who have taken the Cove- 
nant,ſhew themſelves in their words & aQions to be {til wicked ene- 
mies, our eyes mult not be put-out with their hand at the Covenant.. 

If any diſaffected. ſhall {till infiftand fay, But why then are we 
received both to the Covenant and to the Sacrament; nay, why are- 
weforced and compelled into the Covenant; A. r. If any known 
Malignant or complyer with the Rebels, or with any Enemy of 
this cauſe, hath been-received either to the Covenant or Sacra- - 
ment, without ſigns of Repentanre for the former © | 
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rity ought to be ſatished with) *cis more then Miniſters and Elder- 
ſhips can anſwer either to God,or to the Acts and conſtitutions of 
dis Nitional Church. I truſt all Faithfal and conſcientions Minit- 


"x, Rtershavelabored to keep themſelves pure in ſuch things ; yea, the 
/* General Afſ:mbly hath ordained, that known complyers with the 


Rebels, and ſach as did procure proteRions from the Enemy, or 


"keep correſpondence and intelligence with him, ſhall be ſuſpended 


from the Lords Supper, till they manifeſt their Repentance before 
the Congregation. Now if any after ſigns and declaration of Re- 
pentance, have turned again to their old ways of Malignancy, 
rheir iniquity be upon themſelves, not upon us. 2. Men are no 
otherwiſe drawn or forced into the Covenant, then into other 
neceſlary duties ; nay, it ought not to be called a forcing or com- 
pelling: Are men forced to ſpare their neighbors life, becauſe mur- 
ther is ſeverely puniſhed ? or are men compelled to be loyal, becauſe 
Traytors are examplarily puniſhed ? there may and mult be a wil- 
lingneſs and freeneſs in the doing of the contrary duty, alchough 
great (ins muſt not go away unpuniſhed : Men are not compelled 
to vertue, becauſe vice is puniſhed, elſe vertne were not vertue, 
Thoſe that refuſe the Covenant, reproach ir, or rail againſt it, ought 
to be looked upon asenemies to it,and dealt with accordingly ; yet 
if any man were known to take the Covenant againſt his will, he 
were not tg be received. 3. Theſe two may well ſtand together, 
to cenſure the contempt or neglet of any duty, and withal,to cen- 
fure wickedneſs in the perſon that hath taken up the praRtice of the 
duty. If any Iſraclite would not worſhip the true God, he was to 
be put to death, 2. Chrox, 15. 13. but withal, if worſhipping the 
true God, he was found tobe a murtherer, an adulterer, &c. for 
this alſo he was to be put to death. The General Aflembly of this 
Church hath appointed, that ſuch as after admonition continue inan 
uſual neglect of Prayer, and the worſhip of God in their Families, 
ſhall be ſuſpended from the Lords Supper till they amend : Yet if 
any man ſhall be found to make Family-worthip a cloak to his 
ſwearing, drunkenneſs, adaltery, or the like, muſt theſe ſcanda- 
lous ſins be uncenſured, becauſe he hath taken upsn him a form of 
godlineſs 2 God forbid : *Tis juſt ſo here, refuſers of the Covenant, 


- and railers againſt it, are juſtly cenſured ; but withal, if wicked- 


neſs and malignancy. be found in any that have taken the Covenant, 


eheir offence and cenſure is not to be extenuated, but to be ag- 


gravated. | I had 
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I had been but very ſhort in the handling of this Queſtion, if 3 
new ObjeRions coming to my ears had not drawn me forthito thi & 
length : And now I finde one Objeftion more ; ſome ſay, The: : 
4 AGO before brought from Scripture, prove not the unlawfuk :: 


neſs of confederacies and aflociations with Idolaters, Hereticks, or ** 
prophane perſons of the ſame Kingdom, but onely with thoſe of an- 
other Kingdom. Aſi. 1. Then by the conceſſion of thoſe that bs 
make the Objeion, *cis at leaſt unlawful to aſſociate our ſelves *© 
with any of another Kingdom, who are of a falſe Religion or 
- wicked life. 2. If familiar fellowſhipeven with the wicked of the 
ſame Kingdom be unlawful,then isa Military aſſociation with chem 
unlawful, for it cannot be without conſulting , conferring, con- 
verſing frequently together. It were a prophane abuſing and 
mocking of Scripture to ſay, That we are forbidden to converſe 
| familiarly with the ungodly of another Kingdom, but not with 
0 the ungodly of che ſame Kingdom ; or that we are forbidden to 
\ 4 marry with the ungodly of another Kingdom, but not with the un- 
godly of the ſame Kingdom ; for whar is this but to open a wide 
Site upon the one hand, while we ſeem to ſhut a narrow gate - 
upon the other hand? 3. Were not thoſe Military affociations, 
2 Chron. 19.2. and 25-7,8. condemned upon this reaſon, becauſe 
— _ the aſſociates were ungodly, haters of the Lord, and becauſe God 
was not with them : Now then 42 quaterms ad emne.. The reaſon 
holds equally againſt affyciations with any of whom it can be truly 
ſaid, they are ungodly, haters of the Lord, and God is not with 
them. 4. God would have the camp of Iſrael altogether holy and 
clean, Dext.23.9. to 14. clean from whom ? not ſo much from 
wicked Heathens (there was not ſo much fear of that) as from 
wicked Iſraelites. 5. Saith not David, I Will early deftroy all the 
Wicked of the Land, Pſal. 101.8. and, Depart from me all ye Workers . 
of inquity, Pſal.6.9. How can it then be imagined that he would 
make any of them his affociates and helpers in War ? 


. Amandus Polanus Coment. in Ezek. 16. 26, 27, 28. 

Oni Eccleſie ſcortationem , hoc eft, idololatriam wel falſam 
doftrinam, & confederationes cum impiis reprehendit , nou 
eft Hereticus, non eſt Shiſmaticus, nou eft ingratns adver- 
ſus matrem Ecclefiam : Alioquin etiam Ezekiel cum fere- 
mia, aliiſque Prophets, fuiſſet Hereticus, aut Shiſmaticnz,.. 
ant ingrat ts, 9s 
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His following Queſtion | 
and caſe of Conſcience, as it was 

:. handledandrefolved by Mr. Gilleſpie 

in ſome Sermons delivered by him; about 

the time of contriving the late War againſt | 

the Kingdome of Z tolad; being-much de- 

fired by many who heard of it, that itmight 
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” beforpublikeuſe, and at laſtycelded toby - 

the Author before his death. His friends 
haye thought it neceſſary to publiſh the 
fame, together with theſe Teſtimonies 
wherewith he ſealed this Truth herein 
contained, in the time of hisſickneſle, and 
immediatly before his death. 


(EGINESI CSF1:tCS Ca CINCH: CB CA} + 


LS LIN ELL INNS 
| (OONCPONEDI EI NEDIVEDSS) 


f 
£ 
£ 


Gay 


FITXCTEETFFEFEFLETEETT AY 
ad f AS. T k 
4 "E EEE 3 ao: JER " d: & 


EEES ; 


VE 


EA aſefall —_- af Com 
ſcience diſcuſſed and reſolved , 


concerning aſſociations and confede- 
racies with [dolaters , Infidels, Here- 
ticks, or any other known Enemies 


of AI, and CRE 19092 7h 


Ma>9  Hile I haye occaſion to eakoſky humane Co- 
dYZ ER venants,. it ſhall not be unprofitable to ſpeak 
ſomewhat to that queſtion ſo much debated, 
as welamong Diyines, as among Politicians 
and Lawyers, whether a confederacy and 
aſlociation with wicked men or ſuch as are of 

_ another Religion, be lawfull, yea, or no. 
For "I whereznto ſbortly, let us diſtinguiſh. x. Civil 
Covenants. , 2. Eccleliaſtical , Key Irek g_s ious Coveniants. 
3- Mixed - Covenants, partly civil, , pattly us. The laſt Zen, 
two being made. with wicked 1 mien eh! as Rs iffer in Religion lid-6.cap.t+ 
from; us, I hold to be unlawfull , and' fo do the beſt Writers, 32s - - 
Whenthe Iſraelites areLorbidden a Covenant with the Canaanites,, 2.3, 
ſpeciallmention is made oftheir gods; , altars, images, Exod. 2 3, qr 
Oh and ae 13- 24. J#4.2,2. thatno ſach ſuperſtitious, unlaw. Rivew in 
orſhiþ mg be _ As forcivill Covenants, if they zz. . 29 
JP which, were called avirdaq they arg Tarnovius 
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Writers; for my part, 
Srileg.in 7. "reateſt debate and controverſte 1Wriers: AndT conceive that 
40 74] Poldic unlawfull with _— 4 olily Religibus Corenagts wich 
— Wl. an 4- God forbiddeth not only Religious C d conjuga 
6.4 toy * Exod, 34- God os ren Ciyill Covenants , verſ. TT. is Ana- 
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* 25052 venans either with d familiar converſation (w - i" Relioion, 
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Seriptutes examples ,' which meet withthatcaſe alſo; for lcho< 


ae. 2 


&o cacoo B22 aetret/£ ant diy: 


ſaphars confederacy with e-ſhab: 2 Chron, 18.3, with Chroy. 19. 
2. and after with Ahaziah. 2 Chron, 20.35. are condemned 
which made Jehoſaphat (although once relapſing'into that ſin) 
yet afterwards mend his fault, for he would not again joine wich 
Ahaziah, when he ſought that aſſociation the ſecond time, 
1 Kings 22.49. So AmaJiah having aſlociate himſelfin an expe- 
dition with the 1ſraelites, when God was not with them, did 
upon the Prophets admonition disjoine himſelf from them and 
take his hazard oftheiranger : 2 Chroz. 2 5.7, $,9, 10. Lavater 
upon the place applying that example, noteth this as one of the 
cauſes why the Chriſtian Wars With the Texrke had ſo ill ſucceſle , 
why ſaith he, conſider what Souldiers were imployed,, this is the 
fruit of aſſociations with the wicked. 3. Theſe confederacies 
proceed from an evill heart of unbelief, as is manifeſt by the rea- 
fons which are brought againſt Adaz his League with Benhadad , 
2 Chron,'r6, 7,8,9- :andby that which is ſaid againſt the confede- 
racy withtheKing of 4ſſria., 1/ay.8. 12,13. foras Calvinupon 
the. place noteth , the unbeleevers among the people conſidering 
their own inability, for managing ſo great a War, thought it ne- 


'ceſlary to have a confeJderacy with the Aſſjrians; but this was 


from faithſ[efſe feares, from want of faith to ſtay andreſt upon 


. God as alſufficient 4. If we, muſt ayoid fellowſhip and conver- 


ſation. with the ſons of Belial, (except where naturall bonds or 


. the-neceſſity of a callingtyethus ) P/al. 6.8. Prov. g.6. &24. 1. 


2 Cor, 6. 14,15. & if we ſhould account Gods enemies out ene- 


-. mies, Pſa. 139. 21. then how can we joine with them, as confe- 


derates & allociates, for by this means we ſhall have fellowſhip 
with ther, and:look on them as friends.. | 
Now. as tothe Arguments which uſe to be brought for the coa- 
trary opinion ; Firſt 't is gbjected that Abraham hada confederacy 
with ner,  Eſchol, and: AM amre, Geneſis 14. 13, Abrahaws 
with :Abimelech, Geneſis 21, 24:32. and Iſaac with Abimelech, 
Gen. 26. Tacob with' Laban, Gen. 31. 44. Solomon with Hiram. 
x. Kings 5.12, Anſw. , 1. It cannot be proyed that theſe confede- 


- Fates of «4brahanm, Iſaac, and Solomon, were. cither idolaters 
' Or wicked; LZabay indeed was an idolater : But there are good in- 
terpreters who conceive. that {b14-4ms three confederates feared 


A3 God; 


(6) 
God; ahd that Abimelech alſo feared God, becauſe he ſpeaketh 
reverently of God, and aſcribeth to God the blefling and proſpe» 
lity of thoſe Patriarchs. | 

'Tis preſumed alſo that Hiram was a pious man, becauſe of 
his Epiſtle to Solomon, 2 Chron, 2. 11, 12. however, 2. Thoſe 
confederacies were civill, either for commerce or forpeace and 
mutuall ſecurity that they ſhould not wrong one another, as that 
with Laban, Gen. 31. 52. and with Abimelech, Gen. 26, 29. 
which kinde of confederacy is not controverted. © 

'T is objected alſo that the «ACaccabees had a Covenant with 
the Romans and Lacedemonians, '1 Macca. 8and 12: 1,2, Anſw. 
r. That Covenant is diſallowed by rhany good Writers; yet 't is 
obſerved from the Story that they had not the better, but the 
worſe ſucceſle, nor the leſſe but the more trouble following it. 
2. The Story it ſelf, x acc. r. 12. tellsws that the firſt notion 
of a confederacy with the heathen in thoſe times proceeded from 
the children of Belial in 1ſracl. Laſtly; it may be objected that 
perſons diſcontented, and of broken fortunes were gatheredto 
Dawid; and that he receivedthem, and became'aCaptaine unto 
them, 1 Sam. 22, 2, Anſw.1. Some think (and;tis probable) they 
were ſuch as were oppreſſed and wronged by Sawtstyranny; and 
were therefore in debt atid diſcontented,: and that Dowid inrecei- 
ring them was a type of Chrift' who is arefuge for the afflicted, 


and touched with the feeling of their infirmities. 2. Whoever they + 


were, Davidtook care that no prophane nor wicked perſon mighr 
be in his company , P/al. 101. yea, Pſal:34.11, (which was 
penned at that ſame time when hedeparted from Achiſh and be- 
came Captain of thoſe 400 men) he ſaith ro them, Conve-ye chile 
dren CS me , 1 willteach you the fearofthe Lord, 3, Tſhall 


bring a betrer Argument from Davidsexample againſt thejoyning | 
' With ſuch aſlociates'in' War as are known to be malignant arid 


wicked, Pfal. x18. 7, The Lord taketh my part with them that 
help.me , therefore I ſhall ſee my deſire upon mine enemies ,'Plal. 54. 
4: The Lord's with them that uphold my fonl.- Upon this laſt place, 
both Calvin and Geſueras obſerve, that although Davids helpers 
were few and:wcak, yet God being in them, and with them, this 


. confidence was thatthey ſhould prove ſtronger then all the wicked; 
he intimateth alſo, that jf he'hadnorknownthat God was with 


his 


(7) | 
his helpers , leading and ;afpiriog them, he bal looked for no help 
by them: 2 (brow, 25. 7, 8. That Davids helpers in the War 
were lookt upon as ſincere, cordiall, and ſtirred up of God , may 
further appear from 1 Chron. 12. where David joyneth with him- 
ſelf fidos homines qui idem cum eo ſentirent ſaith Lavater on the 
place, faithfull men of his own minde : he 'addeth , 'that they 
were ſuch as hated Sawls impiety and injuitice , and loved Davids 
vertute Viet. Strigeling calls them , fideles amicos , faithfull friends, 
The text it ſelftells us, that diverſe of them joyned themſelves to 
David while hee was yet in diſtreſle and ſhut up in Zicklag:werſ. r. 
(which was an Argument of ſincerity :) alſo, -that ſome of Bex- 
jamin (Sauls owntribe) adjoyned themſelves to David, and the 
fpirit came upon Amaſai, who by a ſpeciall Divine inſtin ſpake 
to allure David of their ſincerity , verſ. 2. 16, 18. They allo who 
joyned themſelves with David after Sawuls death, verſ. 23. were 
not ofa double beart , but of aperfett heart, verſ. 3 3- 38, and they 
all agreed that the firſt great bulineſle to be undertaken, ſhould be 
Religion, the bringing backof the Arke : x Chroy. 1 3. 3, 4. 

This point of the unlawfulneſle of confederacies with men of a 
falſe Religion is ſtrangely miſapplyed by Lutherans, againſt con= 
federacies with us, whom they call Calviniffs : So argueth Tar- 
. novins Tratt.de Faderib, But we may make a very good uſe of it : 
for as we ought to pray and endeayour that all who are Chriſts 
may be made one in him, ſo we ought to'pray againſt and by all 
means ayoide fellowſhip, familiaritie , Marriages , and military 
confederacies with known wicked perſons, and ſuch asare of a 
falſe or hereticall Religion. Lſhall branch forth this matter in five 
particulars , which God forbade to his people in reference to the 
Canaanites and other heathens which alſo (partly by parity of 
reaſon, partly by concluding more ſtrongly) will militate againſt 
confederacies'and conjunctions with ſuch as under the profeſſion. 
of the Chriſtian Religion do either maintain Hereſies and dange- 
rous Errors, orlivea-prophene and wicked life. 

Firſt, God forebade all Religious Covenants with ſuch,, and: 
would not haye his people to tolerate the Gods , 'images; altars,, 
or groves of idolaters : Exod.-23. 32. and'34. 13. Dewt; 7.5. Inag. 
242. And althoughktheletterof the Law mention this in reference 
to the Canaamies,.. yet the beſt reforming Kings of Judah opplyet 

, and 


(8) 

and executed this Law in taking away the groves and high places 
abuſed by the ewes in their ſuperſtition : And whatmarvell[2 1f 
ſuch things were not to be tollerated in the Canaanites, much 
leſſe in the ewes. Theodofies is commended for his ſupprefling and 
puniſhing Hereticks, | 

2. God forbade familiar converſation with theſe heathens, that 
they ſhould not dwell together with his people, nay:, not inthe 
land with them , Exod. 23. 33. left one of them being familiar 
with an //raelite, might call himtoa feaſt, and make him eat of 
things ſacrificed toidols, Exod, 3. 15. Compare this with 1d. r. 
2I. Pſal. 106. 35- Now the Apoſtle layeth much more-reftraine 
upon us, from conyerſing, cating and drinking with a ſcanda- 
lous Chriſtian, x Cor, 5. 11. thety with a[Pagayor unbelcever 
s Car, 1.27. There isaconverling and companying withwicked 
perſons, which is our affliction, not our faule, that is when we 
cannot be rid of them, do whatwecan, i Cor, 5. x0. which is 
an argument againſt ſeparating and departing from a true Church, 
becauſe of ſcandalous perſons in it. The Apoſtle gives this check 
toſuch, go where they will, they ſhall finde ſcandalous perſons 
all the world over, There is again aconverſingand companying 
with wicked perſons, which naturall and civil{bonds, or near 
relations, or our calling tyeth us unto, as between husband and 
wife, parent andchild, Paſtor and People , Magiſtrate and thoſe 
of his charge. But wittingly and willingly to converſe and have 
fellowſhip either with hereticallorprophane perſons, whether it 
be out oflove to them and deiight in them , or for our own inte- 
reſt or ſome worldly benefit this is certainly ſinfull and inexcuſa- 
ble; If wee take care of our bodily ſafety, by flying the company 
of ſuch as have the plague , yea if we take care of the ſafety of our 
beaſts, and would;not to our knowledge (uffer a ſcabbed orrotten 
ſheep to infe&. the reſt , ſhall we not much more take care of our 
own and neighbours foules, by ayoiding and warning others ;to 
avoidethe fellowſhip ofthe ungodly , whereby ſpirituall infeQion 
comes. Remember it was but a kinde vilit of Jehoſaphat to Ahab 
which was the occaſionof engageing him into a toafiderecyapich 
that wicked man, 2 Chron, 18,2, 3+ | 

3. God forbade conjugall Covenants or Marrying with them, 
Exod, 34. 16, Dent. 7,31, Therule is the ſame againſt m— 

wit 


_ Cv? | 
- with otherwwicked perſans . whether Idolaters or profelſing the ſame 
"Religion with. us.; We read nat af jdolatry grany profelied doar- 
all differences in Religioti between the Poſterity-of Sech and-the 
Foſterity: of Cain,! yet this was the great thingthat cortupted the old 
world and brought on the flood, that thechildrea of Godjayned 
themſelves in Marriage with the prophane ; (Gen. 6. 1, 2; 3« Feboran 
Married not an heathen, . but the Daughter of 4hab; buttis mar- 
ked, hee: did .evil, , as. did the houſe of -4babs And what isdhe 
reafon given forthis? For the Dawghter of Abab washisawife, 3 Kings 
8.18, and by and by, verſe 27. the like: is marked of Abaxiab tt 
ſon of Fehorums ,. who Aid evillize 2he fight if the Lord as hd thi hoſe 
of Abah , for he was the ſon in. Law of the houſe of ' Ahab. The 
Apoltle Peter ſuppoſeth that Chriſtians Marrie ſuch as are htirts rope- 
ther of the grace of life.. 1. Peter 3.7. ſeeallo, Prov. 31.30. 
4.God forbade his people ro make with the Canaanites fads deds- 
tionis Or [ubaftionts, {ot-as other: ſpeak) pabbunt liber azdvitims';' he 
would haychispeople ſhew ho mercy to theſe whom he hall deſtiriate 
todeſtruRion, ;Deat. 7. 2. Herein Abab ſinhed,] miking ibrothier- 
ly, Covenant of.frieadſhip with-Benbadad, when God had delivered 
him into his hand, ';r Kizgs20; 31,3 3, 34. Soin ll Chriſtran coni- 
mon-wealths , the Magiſtrare Godsvicegerent ought to cut off ftith 
evil doers as Gods word appointeth tobe cut off; Ddvids (paring of 
Foab and Shimei, being partly neceſſitate therets;,” partly induced 
by politicall reaſons, (whereof he repented when he wasdying , nor 
could his conſcience be at eaſe till he left a charge upon Solomon for 
executing juſtice upon both Joaband Shimet,' 1 Kings 4. 5,6, $, 9:) 
are-no good: prefidents of: warranids to Chriſtian Mapiſtrates to ne- 
gle&{the executing of juſtice. *Fisa better prefident which David te- 
folveth, upon more deliberarly ,: 7 /#.10 1. 87 Twill early deſtroy all 
the withed of the land, 'that'T muy 'cnt off all wicked doers from the 
City of the Loyd. 'Matk this af, off what degree or quality ſ6ever, 
without reſpe& ofperſons, and that early and without delay, Laſtly, 
and even Foab himſelf was fo far puniſhed by David, thathe was caft 
out of his placeand command, 2 Sam. 19.13. and20. 4. .'.; . 

'5. The Law is alf6'to be wplyeifovainl civill Covetiants, not of 
Peace, - or of commerce, but 'of Warre; that is a League offenſive 
and defenſive, wherein wee aſſociateour ſelves with idolaters, infi- 
dels, hereticks, or any other known-enemies of Truth or Godli- 

: " -B ; neſle, 


neſle, ſbias to have the ſame friends or enemies.” 'A' Covenant of 
Peace or comerce with ſich may happen to be unlawfull, in re- 


- ſpe& of fome circumſtances, as when Peace is given co thoſe Re- 


bels, Murderers, Incendiafits' in the 'Kingdome', who by the 
Law of God ought to- be deſtroyed by the hand of Juſtice, or 
when comerce with idolaters is ſo-abuſed, as to furniſh them 
with the things-that they are known to make uſe of in their idola- 
try. But as: for ovuuaye, aconfederaty'engagingus intoa War 


.withfuch aſſociates, -'t is abfolutely and in its own nature unlaw- 
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full: and:I finde ic condemned by good Writers, both of che 
Popiſh party, -. of the Zxtheran party and of the orthodoxe party , 

F all theſe are before you | » Whatholineſle God requiredin 
the Armies of 1ſrael., ſee Deat.2 3.9, rr, 12,13, 14 Wemay 
well argue as ſidorus Pelufrota doth , lib. 3. Epiſt. 14. If the Eaw 
was ſo ſevere againſt ſuch uncleanneſles as were not voluntary, 
how -much leſſe would. God ſaffer ſuch as .did-voluntarily and 
wickedly defile rhemſelyes.: Tis marked as a patfofeLbimelechs 
fin , Frd..g, 4. that he hired waine and light perſons which followed 
hins. God wouldhave Amazsah to dilmitle an hundred thouſ:znd 
men of ſracl being already with him.ina body, and told him he 
ſhould fall before theenemy jftheſe went with him , becauſe God 
was not with them, . 2 Chron. 2.5.7, &c. If they had not yet been 
gathered into a body, it had been much to abſtain from gathering 
them, upon the.Prophets admonitjon;but this is much more, that 


.he ſends them away after.theyatein a body , and takes his hazard 


.of all the hprt that ſo many inraged Souldiers could do-to him 
er his people ,. and iindeed-they, did much: hust. in going backs 
werſ. 13, yet God rewarded eAmazzirhs' obedience with a great 


Victory. In the Jaſl age ſhortly , after the begun Reformation in 


Germany , this caſe ofconſcience concerning theunlawfulneſſcof 
ſuch confederacies was much looked at. The City of Straſburg , 
Anno, 1529, made a defenſive League with Zwrik, Berne, and 
Baſil, Qui @& wim-erant, & dogmate magis conveniebant ſaith 
Sleidan, they were not onely neighbours, - but of the ſame Faith 
and Religion, therefore they made a confederacy with,them , 
About. two yeares after the Elector of Sax0xy refuſed to take into 
confederacy thoſe Helvetians , becauſe although they were power- 
full, and might be yery helpfullto him, yer.they differing io Reli« 
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gion, concerning the Article of the Lords Supper, hefaid, he 10d civi- 
. o "3s yy » Ce. 
durſt not joyne with them as confederates, leſt ſuch ſad things cupiebanc , 
might befall him, as the Scripture teſtifieth to have befallen thoſe non 
who for their help or defence took any aſſiſtance they could get. ponder, 
| | uoniam 
| 3+ 5 & @ cans 
Dom. direrſum ſequantur dogma non. fibi licere' ſocietatem eym ipſis ullam coiri :© quanci fit ipſorum 
conjunRio , proprer vires atque potentiam , non fe quidem: latere}, ſed eo fidi minime refpiciendum 
eſſe, nerriftis inde ſ-quatur exitys , quod 1is accidiffe Scriptura rant muniendi ſui cauſa, cujuſ- 
ue modi prefidiis uſi fuiſſent, Vide etiam pag- 133» Quod fi Zuingliari faterentur errorem atque de- 
hiſterent, comprehendi eriam- in hac pace, fin minus, tum deſerendos , nec auxilii quicquam eis 
communicandum , neque foxdus ullum cum ipis faciendum eſſe. Er infra lib. 9 pag. 156. Er recipien- 
das efle placet in hoc fadus (Smalcaldicum) qui velinr atque cupiant , medo Do@rinam Auguſto pro- 
poſicam in Commaitiis profiteantur & ſortem communem ſubeant. 


The rule was good in theſs, although in that particular caſe 
miſapplyed. The very heathens had a notion of the unlawfulneſie 
of confederacies with wicked men, for as Y/5&torinus Strigelius on 
2 Chron. 2. 5. noteth out of eAſchylus his Tragedi entituled Sevey 
zo Thebe , eAmphiarans a wile and vertuous man was therfore 
{wallowed up in the earth with ſeven menand'ſeyen horſes, be- 
cauſe he had aſſociate himſelf with Tydens, Capanens , and cther im 
pious Commanders marching to the ſiege of Thebes, Laſtly take 
this reaſon for further confirmation, 'as we muſt doallto the glory 
of God, ſo we muſt not make, Wars to our ſelves but to the 
Lord; hence the book of the Wars of the Lord, Numb. 2 1. x4. and 
the battell is not onrs , but the Lofds. 1 Sam. 2 5.28, 2 Chron. 20, 
15- Now how ſhall we imploy them that hate the Lord, te help 
the Lord? orhow ſhall the enemies of his glory do for his glory ? 
Shal Rebels and Traitors be taken to fght in the Kings Wars? 
Offer it tothy Governour, asitis ſaid, e Mal. r. ſeeit he would 


take this well. 


As for the ObjeRions from Scripture , they are before anſwe- 
red. There are many other, exceptions of mens corrupt reaſon , 
which yet may be eafily caken off, if we will receive Sriprure light. 
That very gaſe of 7ehoſaphats confederacy with Ahab ,-taketh 
off many. of them ; for although: r. 7ehoſaphat was a. good man 
and continued ſo after that ines , not drawn away into 
idolatry, nor infected with 4habs Religion , but only aſliſting 
him ina civill buſineſle. . 2. hab lived in the Church of 1ſrael., 
which was till a Church, although greatly corrupted, and he 
was no profeſſed hater of God (only he had -profeſſed to hare 
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«Wicajah the man' of God) yea lately before-this he appeared 
yery penitent, 'and ſome think ehoſaphat now judged charitably 
of Ahab , becauſe ofthat preat humiliarion and repeptancevf his, 
which” God did accept, 'S 
ſparing mercy, x Kings 21. at the end. Then followes imme- 
diatly Chap, 22. Fehboſaphats aflociation with him. Alktiongh 
Fehoſaphat was allo joined in affinity with .thab , Ahabs daugh- 
ter being matricd to.his ſon. 3. The enemie was the King of 
Syvia, and Fehoſaphat doth not joine with a wicked man againit 
any of Gods pcople , but againſt the infidell Syrians ; even as 
Amaziah was beginning to joyne with thoſe ofthe ten Tribes 
againſt the Ezamites. '4. The cauſe ſeems to have been good , as 
Carthuſcam on 1'Kings 22. 3. and Lawater upon 2 Chron. 19. 2. 
note.  For'Ramorh Gilead was-a City of refuge , / pertaining:to the 
Levites in the Tribe of Gad, -and thould:/havebeen reſtored by 
the King of Syria-to Ahab , according to their Covenant, - 1 Kings 
20. 34. Danens brings. that ſame example of Ahabs going up 
acainft Ramerh Gilead, toprove that tisjuſt to make Waragaintt 
theſe who have broken Covenant with us. 5. Fehoſuphats man- 
ner of proceeding was pious in this refpect, that he ſaid to fbab, 
enquire- 1 pray thee of the Word of the Doydro day, 'and again , 5s 
there mot here prophet of the Lord befides , Ire'enguireth witya, and 
ſeeks all the licke | 
Prophets: of the Lord, which makes. it probable that thoſe 400. 
Prophets did not profeſſe, or weretnot known to Feboſapharto 
be Prophets of Bal; but were lookt upon as Prophets of the 
Lord, as Cajetan thinkerh. Therefore they anſwer alſo in the 
name ofthe Lord, the Lord ſhall deliver it. 'Tis not likely that 
Fehofapbat would deſiretheProphets of Badltobe'conſulted, or 
chat he would hearken t6 them more then to the Prophetofthe 
Lord e Mica ah, yet in this he failed extremly , that he had too 
far engaged himfelf to2,#xh, before theenquiring at the Word 
of the Lord. - How ever, .it' ſeemes, he was by 'this cnquiring 
feeking a fair way tocome offagain. 6, Fehoſxphats end was good, 
Marry on 1 Kings 22. thinks Feboſuphur entered into this confe- 
deracy with Ahab, for the peace and-fafery of his Kingdome , and 
to prevent a new War'betweerr Fwirh and T/+aecl, ſuch as had been 
between 4/4 his father, and. Baaſha King of Iſrael, for which 
; end 
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end alſo Carthsſian Thid. thinks that Tehoſaphat took 4habs 
daughter to his ſon , Yet notwithſtanding ofthis the Prophet 
Fehu faith to him, 2 Chron. ry, 2, Showldeft thou help the n1godly, 
or lowe them that hate the Lord, The 'L XX. read hated of the Lord, 
which cores all to one thing. And leſt it ſhould bethought ave - 
niall or light matter, headderh, therefore is wrath upon thee from 
before the Lord, So that from this example welcarn , that let us 
keep our ſelves unſpotted of the falſe Religion or errors of thoſe 
with whom weaſlociate, let wicked men ſeem never fo penitent, 
and our relations to them be neyer ſo near, let the common enemy 
be an Infidell, let the cauſe beneyer ſogood, let the manner of 
proceeding be neverſopious, and the endalſogood, yet allthis 
cannot excuſe nor juſtifie confederacies and aſſociations with 
wicked and ungodly men. And if God was ſo angry at Tehoſaphat , 
when there were ſo many things concurring as might ſeem to ex- 
cuſe or extenuate his fault, it being alfo.in him a ſin of infirmity 
only, and not without a reluation of conſcience, and a con- 
flict of the ſpirit againſt the fleſh (which Parexs upon 1 Kings 22. 
doth well colle& from his deſire of enquiring at the Word of the 
Lord, that he might have occaſton tocome off) how much more 
will God be angry with ſuch. as go on {with an high hand in this 
treſpaſle, caſting his word behind them, and hating to be re- 
formed. - | 
If it be further objeRed|, that we are not able without ſuch 
confederacies and help to proſecut a great war alone, This a'fo 
the Holy Ghoſt hath before hand anſwered, in the example of 
eAhaz his confederacy with the King of Afria; for he had a 
great War to manage , both againſt the Sy7zays, and againſt the 
King of 1ſrael, 2 Kings 16.7. alfoagainſt the Edomites and Ph:- 
liſtins, 2 Chron, 28.16, 17,18. yet although he had ſo much to 
do, this could not excuſe the confederacy with the e4ſjrian: he 
ſhould have truſted to God , and not uſed unlawfull means. God: 
can ſave by few as well as by many; yea ſometimes God thinks 
not fit to ſaye by many. ud. 7. It ſhallnot be the ſtrength of bat- 
tel to have unlawfull confederates, but rather to want them, 
Exod. 23.22, | 
If it be ſaid it is dangerous to provoke and incenſe many.wicked 
men by caſting them off, This is plaioly anſwered from the exam- 
B. 3- ple 
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pte of Ama7iah and 100000. men of 1ſrae! with him of which 
before. If furthermore objection be made, that we muſt be gentle 
and patient towards all, and in meckneſle inſtruct thoſe that op- 
pole themſelves, 2 Tims. 2,24.25. Anſw. x. Yethe bids us turne 
away from the wicked, Ibid. Ch.;.5, We ought in meekneſle 
toinſtru@ even him that is excommunicat, 2 Theſſ.3. 15. yet we 
are there warned, verſ. 14. to have no company with him. 2. The 
Angel of the Church at Epheſus, is at once commended, both 
for his patience, and that he could not bear them which were. 
evill. 
I ſhall adde fave diſtinRtions which will take off all othgr obje- 
Ctions that I have yet met with. x. Diſtinguiſh between aconfe- 
deracy which is more diſcrcetiveand diſcriminative, and aconfc. 
deracy which is more unitive, Andhere is the reaſon why Core- 
nants of peace and commerce even with Infidels and wicked per- 
ſons arcallowed , yet military aſſociations with ſuch, diſallowed: 
for the former keeps them and us ſtill divided as two : the latter 
unites usand them , as one, andimbodieth us together with them: 
for Thucidides defines ovuygya, tobe ſucha Covenant as makes 
us and our confederates to have the ſame friends and enemies, 
and tis mentioned by Writers as afurther degree of Union then 
arovda; or Covenants of peace. 2, Diftinguiſh between endea- 
your of duty and the perfection of the thing : which anſwers that 
exception, O then, we muſt have an Army all of Saints, (it ſhould 
bee ſaid, without any krown wicked perſon in it, ) Now even as 
tis our duty to endeavour a purging of the Church from wicked 
and ſcandalous perſons, yet when we have done all we can , the 
Lords field ſhall not be perfectly purged from tares till the end of 
the woild, at. 13. So when we have done all that ever we can 
toavoid wicked perſons in an expedition , yet we cannot be rid of 
them all; but we muſt uſe ourutmoſt endeavours, that we may 
be able to ſay, tis our affliction, not our fault, 3. Diſtinguiſh 
between ſome particular wicked perſons , here andthere mixing 
themſelves withus, and between a wicked fattion and malignant 
party : The formerſhould be ayoided as much as is poſſible : but 
much morea conjunction with a wicked fation, David would by 
no meanes meet and conſult with the Kahal meregnim , the 
Aſſembly of Malignants; neither did he only ſhunne to meet and 
CON 
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confult with vane perſons, who openly ſhew and bewray theth- 
felves; but even with diſſemblers, or (as the Chaldee) with thoſe 
that hide themſelves that they may do evil, Plal., 26. 4, 6. Wecan 
know better how to do with awhole field of tares jn which is no 
wheat, then we can do with tares growing here and there among 
the wheat. 4. Diſtinguiſh between ſuch a fellowſhip with ſome 


wicked perſons, as is neceſlary (which is the caſe of thoſethat 


are Married, and of Parents and Children ) or unavoidable, 
(which is the caſe of thoſe , whoſe lot is to cohabite in one Towne, 
or in one Family) in acaſe of neceſlity travelling or fayling toge- 
ther; Diſtinguifh, I ſay, between theſe and an elective or vo- 
luntary feHowfhip withwicked men, when loveto them, orour 
own benefite draweth us thereunto, We neither looſe naturall 
bonds, nor require impoſlibilities, but that we keep our ſelves 
pure by not choofing'oor conſenting to ſuch fellowſhip.| 5. Diſtin- 
ouiſh between Infidels, Hereticks, wicked Perfons repenting 
and thofe who go onin their treſpaſle : what ever men have been, 
yet as ſoone as the ſignes of repentance and new fruits appear in 
them, we are ready toreceive them into favour and fellowſhip: 
Then indeed the Woolfe ſhall dwell with-the Lamb, andthe Cow 
and the Bear ſhall feed ,their young ones ſhall lye downe together, 
meaning ſuch as were Wolves, Leopards, Beares', and now 
begin to change their nature: not ſo with the obſtinate, contuma- 
cious and impenitent , who ſtill remain Wolves, &c. | 
Let us now, 1, Examine ourſelves, whether there be ſo much 
tenderneſle of conſcience in us, as to cloſe with thoſe Scripture 
Truths, or whether we areſtillin a way of conlulting-with fleſh 
and. blood.. 2. Be humbledfor former miſcarriages and failings in 
theſe particulars, and for not walking accuratly according to theſe 
Scripture Rules. 3. Beware for the tuture: remember and apply 
theſe Þ ules when we have to do with the practiſe of them.. And 
that I may drive home this natle to the head, I adde (beſide what 
was ſaid before). theſe Reaſons and Motives. Firſt, tis agreat jud- 
gement when God wingleth a perverſe Spirit in the midſt of a peo- 
ple, 1/ay 19. 14. ſhall we then make that a voluntary at ofour 
own, which: the Word mentioneth as a dreadfull judgement? 
With this ſpiritual judgement 1s oftentimes joyned a temporall 
judgement as 2.Chroy, 16, 9,and 20.37. and 28, 20,10 Ho. 5. 13. 
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2,8. compared with Ho. 8.8, 9g. where their judgement, ſoun- 
cth forth their (fin as by an Echo : The Coalgee paraphraſe in the 
place laſt.cired ſaith., The houſe of 1ſrael is delivered mto the hands 
of the peaple whomrthey loved, Secondly , remember what followed 
upon Gods peoples mingling themſelves with the heathen, P{al. 
106. 35. They were mingled among the heathen and learned them 
workes. Hoſ. 7. 8. Ephraim he hath mixed himſelf among the pea- 
ple , thatis, by making confedetacies with the heathea., (as L#- 
ther expounds the place ) and by ſecking their help andaſliſtance , 
Hoſ. 5. 13. But whatfollowes, Ephraimis a cake notterued , hot 
and overbaken in the neither {ide., but cold andraw in the upper 
fide. This will prove the fruit of ſuch confederacicsand aſlocia- 
tions, to make us zealous for ſome earthly or humane thing, but 
remiſs and cold in the things of Chriſt; to be too hote on our 
neither ſide, and tooraw on the upper fide, Whereas not ming- 
ling our felves with the wicked , we ſhall through Gods mercy be 
lixe-a cake turned; That heat and zeal which was before down- 
ward, ſhall now beupward, heavenward, Godward, let ir be 
alſo remembred , how- both .Ahaz, 2 Kings 16, to, and Aſa 
himſelf, 2 Chron. 16,10, (though a good man) were drawn into 
other great ſins upon occaſion of theſe aſlaciations with the ene= 
mies of God and his people: this ſin will certainly enſnaremen in 
other ſins. Tis well ſaid by Calvin upon Exzek: 16. 26. that as we 
are too prone of our ſelves to wickedneſle, ſo when we enter into 
confederacies with wicked men, we are but ſeeking new tenta- 
tions, and as it werea bellows to blow up our own corruptions, 
as wine being mixed with water loſeth of its ſpirits, and white being 
mixed with black, loſeth much '!of its whiteneſle : ſo the people 
of God, if once mixed with wicked enemies, ſhall certainly loſe 
of their purity andintegrity. Thirdly, as theſe unlawfull confe- 
deracies draw us both into great judgements and great fins, fo 
into a great ſecurity and ſtupiditie under theſe greatplagues and 
ſins, which will makethe eſtate of ſuch to be yet wotle , Hof, 7. 9. 
after Ephraims mixing himſelfs among the people, tis added, 
Strangers have devonred his ſtrength , and he knoweth it not, yea gray 
haivres are here and there upon him, yet he knoweth it not: although 
his confederates: have diſtreſſed him, and not ſtrengthened him, 


and although there may. bee obſerved in him diverſe ſignes of a 
de- 


| (17) 
decaying dying condition , yerhe knowes it not, nor.takes'it.to 
heart; "The ſame thing is inſiſted upon verſ. 11. Ephraimalſois 
like a filly Dove without heart; They call ro Egypt,, they go mpto 
eAſſria. He is as Yoide of underſtanding as aftlly Dove, whoſe 
_ neſt being ſpoiled, and her young ones Ky 62 from her (which the 
Chaldee paraphraſe addeth for explications cauſe) yet ſhe ſtill re- 
turneth to thoſe places where, and among:thoſe people by whom 
ſhe hath been ſoſpoiled; So Iſrael will ftill be meddling with thoſe 
that have done him great hurt. -Fourthly , wee finde that ſuch 
confederacy or aſſociation either with idolaters or known impious 
-perſons, is ſeldome or never recorded in the Book of God, with- 
out a reproof, or ſome greater mark of Gods diſpleaſure put upon 
it, 'If it were like thePolygamie of the Patriarchs, often men- 
tioned and not reproved, it. were the leſle marvell to hear it ſo 
much debated, But now when God hath purpoſely ſet ſo many 
Beacons upon thoſe rocks, and Shelves that we may beware of 
them,' O why ſhall we be ſo mad, as ſtill tqrun upon them, It 
was reproved in the time of the Judges, Fudg.'2. 1, 2,3. It wasre- 
Provedinthe time of the Kings; Ahabs Covenant with Benhadad, 
Aſa's Covenant with' Benhadad, Ahaxz his confederacy with the 
Aſſyrian, Fehcſaphars aſlociation , firſt with hab, then with 
Abaziab: Amnaziahs aflociation with thoſe r00000. men of 
Ephraim, when God was not with them , all thoſe are plainly diſ- 
reed and condemned. Moreover that reproof, Fer. 2. 18. 
end now what haſt thou to do in the way of Egypt, to drink the 
waters of Sthor? Or what haſt thou to do in theway of Alyria, to 
drink the waters of the river? the Chaldee hath thus ; whathave ye 
#0 doto aſſociate with Pharaoh King of Egypt — And what have ye 
t0 do to make a Covenantwith the Aſſyrian ? Again after the capti-' 
vity, Ezra g. the Fewes mingling of themſelves with the heathen 
is lamented, Fifchly , the great and precious promiſes of God, may 
encouftage us fo, as we ſhall neyer ſay to thewicked, aconfederacy:. 
for upon condition of our avoiding all ſuch confederacies and con- 
junQions, God promiſeth never to break his Covenant withus, 
Judy. 2.1, 2. and to receive us as his Sons and Daughters, 2 (or. 
6.14.16, x7, 18, + Sixthly , tis one of Gods great mercies which 
he hath Covenanted and promiſed, 1 will purge out from among 
you the Rebels and them that tranſgreſſe againſt me , Exch. 10,38. 
| 'C —_ Why 
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Why ſhould we then forſake our own mercy, and deſpiſe the: 
counſell of God againſt our own ſoules? Seventhly, as it wasin: 
Aſa his experience , 2 Chron, 16. 7,8. ſoit hath been in ourown, 
God hath done his greateſt works for us , when we were moſt un- 
mixed with ſuch men, | L | 
There is another ObjeQion, which at the- writing hereof, | 
' have met with: Tis Davids confederacy and aſlociation both with 
Abner , 2 Sam. 3.12,13. and wich Amaſa , 2 Sam. 19.13. whom 
according to agreement he made Generall of his Hoſte, 2 Sam. 20. 
4. although both of them had been Davids enemies, and born 
Arms againſt him, Abner beingalſo ſcandalous, both for his who- 
redome, 2 Sam. 3. 7, and his treachery againſt /hboſheth,in alpy- 
ring to the Crown (which is colle&ed from his going in unto Saxls 
Concubine, as Abſolom did unto Davids afterward) yea for that 
he had born Arms. againſt David, when he knew that God.had 
ſworn to make David King , and ſo againſt the light.of hisconſcign- 
ce, 2 Sam.3, 9.18, Anſw. 1. Peter Martyr commenting upon 
thoſe places, diflaloweth Davids practiſe in both theſe caſcs,;-£ſpe-- 
cially his League with Abner. Should wefollow thoſe two examples, 
not being allowed or commended in- Scripture ?- op. fhould wenot 
rather avoid ſuch confederacies., becauſe of many examples thereof, 
plainly: condemned in the Wordof God? 2. Whatſgeyer may be 
conceived to be allowableor excuſable in theſe examplesof David, 
yet it cannot be applyed, except in like caſes. When-Davidcove- 
nanted with Abner , he was but King of Fadah, Abner undertakes 
to bring about all 1/rae! to him , and that he ſhould make himreigne 
over all the Tribes, whereas otherwiſe there-was no appearance of 
Davids ſubduing of allthe other Tribes; but by along and bloudy 
War. Again when David Covenanted and capitulated with-4maſa, 
he was in a manner fled out of the Land for Abſoloms, 2 Sam: x9: 9. 
and was forced to abide in the land of Gilead beyond Fordan, fearing, 
alſo (asinterpretersobſerve) that the men of Fudah having ſtrength- 
ned Feruſalem and kept it with a garriſon for Abſolomand having. 
done ſo much in aſſiſting Abſolom againſt David, ſhould grow de- 
ſperate in holding. out againſt him,, hoping for no mercy., there-- 
jore he is content to make Amaſa Generall ofhis Army, upon con= 
cition that he would cauſe the men of 7udahto' bring hin. back to- 
Jeruſalem, which Amaſa. moves the men of. 7udah - to doe; 
2SAINs. 
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2 Sam. 19. 14. for it was done by his authoritie, as Toſephns alſo 
wriceth , norcould it be done without his authority , for Abſolom 
and Abitophel being dead, e {raſa had the whole power and ſole 
beadſhip of that Army and of all that faction that-had followed 4b- 
ſolom. Now then let them that will plead for the lawfulneſſe of con. 
federacics with wicked perſons from theſe examples of David, firſt 
make the caſealike , that is, that the wicked one have power of an 
Army, and ofagreat part of the body of the Kingdome, to make 
them either continue in Rebellion and enmity or tocomein and 
ſubmit. Next let it be remembred that both Abxer and Amaſa did 
agreat ſervice, (which was moſt meritorious at the hands of men 
(tor the good, peace, and ſafety of King and Kingdom, andthey 
did it at that time alſo when David was but weak, and they had 
power enough to have continued aWar againſt him. Whichis a 
very rare caſe, and fardifferent from the caſe of ſuch as have done 
and are doing all that they can to pervert and miſlead many thou- 
ſands of the people of God, in ſtead of reducing many thouſands 
to obedience; as Abner and Amaſa did. 3. Thereare ſome other 
anſwers proper to the one caſe and the other. Thereis nothing in 
the Text to prove, that David made ſuch a Covenant with Abner, 
as the Grecians call ovuygyea, or that he Covenanted to make 
him Generall of his Army, (as afterwards he Covenanted with 
Amaſa) for at that time hecould have no colour of reaſon for ca- 
ſting 7oab out of his place, as afterwards he had; Therefore I un- 
derſtand with Sanus that the League which Abner ſought from 
David was Feds pacis , a Covenant of peace. Hyerome readeth, 
fac mecum amicitias, make friendſhip with me , for before, they 
had been enemies,. So that this League is not of that kind which is 
chiefly controverted, As for Amaſa, Ithall notgo about (as ſome 
have done) toexcule or extenuate his fault injoining with Abſolom, 


as not being from any malice or wicked intention againſt David his 


Uncle; Burt there is ſome probability that {x2aſa wasa penitent 


Toſtatus 
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and hopefull man, Sure David had better hopes of him, then of 


Foab : And if it betrue which Foſephns writerh that before David 
ſent Zadock and Abiathar to the men.of Fudah and to xAmaſa , 
frequent meſſages came from them ro the King, deſireing to be re- 
ceivedinto his favour; however Araſa being ſo willing and ready 
to do ſo much for David, when hee might hays done ſo much 
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againſt him, David as he could not do his buſineſſe without him, 
ſo he had ſome ground to hope well ofthim: conſidering withalt 
that Amaſa was not ſet upon this buſineſle by any offence or dif- 
pleaſure at the other party, as Abner was, 4. Evenas this exam» 
ple, ſo far as concerneth the laying afideand caſting off of -Foxb 
and not preferring his brother Abiſhat in his room (both of rhem- 
being guilty of Abyers bloud. 2 Sam. 3.30. and both of thembe- 
ing too hard for David) helpeth to ſtrengthen that which I have 
been pleading for. 

The point being now ſo fuily cleared from Scripture, here is 
 _ the leſle reaſon to argue contrariwife from humane exemples in- 

See M-"7" Chriſtian States and Common wealthes, The Word of God muſt 

monu- notſtoupto menspractifes, burthey toit. Yet even among thofe 

pony 85. whoſe exemple is alledged for the contrary opinion, there want 

#4 elit. not inſtances for cantiouſneſle and conſcicntiouſneſle in chooling 

| or refuſing confederats: As namely among the Helvetians or Swit- 
zers. They of Zurih and Berne , when once reformed , renoun- 

ced their League made before with the French King , foraſliſting 

him in his Wars, and reſolved only to keep peace with him ; bur: 

would not continue the League of ovuunye, of joyning with: 

3+ the x. Dimin his Wars. And whatſocyer were the ojd Leagues about zoo. 
taresPrin- Years agO, Mutually binding thoſe Cantons each to other , for aid: 

Gl peiecs and ſuccour, andfor the common defence of their Country, and 

Ethe for preſervation of their particularRights and Liberties, and for a 

wranſlzzed Way of deciding controverſies and pleas between men of one 

by 6:5mfion eanton, and of another, (which Leagnes are recorded by thoſe 
£570. that write of that Common-wealth) yet afterthe Reformation of, 
Religion, there was ſo much zeal on both ſides, that it grew to & 
War between the Popith andthe Proteſtant Cantons ,- wherein av 

AQs and the Popiſh fide ſtrengthened themſelves by a-confederacie with 

mon >; © 44nd the Emperours Brother, ſothe Proteſtant fide , Zwrik, 

ſupra » paz. Berne , and Buſilentrediinto a confederacy, firſt with the City of 

—_ Srraſbargh, and ſhortly thereafter with the Lantgrave of Heſſe, 

7:pap- 196. that thereby they might be ſtrengthened and aided againſt the Po- 

129-.12* piſh-Cantoas. The differences in Religion put them to itto chooſe 
other confederates.. Neverthelefſe, I'can-cafily admit what La- 
vater judiciouſly obſerveth- upor Ezek. 16. 26, 27,28, 29. that 
Covenants made before true Religion did ſhine among a people are 

not: 
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not to be raſhly broken; even as the beleeving husband ought not” 
to putaway the unbeleeving wife whom he married when himſelf 
alſo was an unbeleeyer, if ſhe be willing ſtillto abidewith him, 
Whatſoever may be ſaid for ſuch Covenants, yet confederacies 
with enemies of true Religion, made afrer the light of Reforma- 
tion, are altogetherunexcuſable. ns On 
Peradventure ſome have yet another Objection :- this is an hard 
ſaying (ſay diverſe Malignants ) weare looked upon as enemies, 
if we comenot in and take the Covenant , yet when weare come 
ih and have taken the Covenant ,' we are ſtill eſteemed enemies 
to the Cauſe of God, and to his ſervants. efyſwer, This is juſt 
as if thoſe traitors, Covenant-breakers, and other ſcandalous 
rſons , from which the Apoſtle bids us turneaway, 2 Tim, 3. 
5. had objected ,- if we have no forme of Godlineſſe , we are 
tooked upon asaliens, and ſuch as are not to be numbred among 
Gods people, yet now when we have taken on a forme of God- 
lineſſe, we arc-in no better elleem with Paxl, but ſtill he will 
have Chriſtians to turne away from us: Yea, tis asif workers of 
iniquity living in the true Church, ſhould object againſt Chriſt 
himſelf, if we pray not, if we hearnot the Word, &c. weare 
not accepted, but rejected for the negle& ofneceſlary duties , yet 
when we have prayed, heard, &c. weare told forall that, De- 


. . part from me ye workers of iniquity , I never knew you. Men muſt 


be judged according to their fruits, according to their words and 
works, and courſe of living ; and ifany who have taken the Co- 
venant ſhew themſelves in their wordsand actions to be till wic- 
ked eriemies, our eyes muſt not be put out with their hand at the 
Covenant: : 

If any diſaffeted ſhall fill infiſt and ſay; But why rthenare we. 
received both to the Covenant and to the Sacrament, 'nay, why 
are we forced andcompelled into the Covenant, Anfw. 1: Ifany 
known malignant or complier with the rebels or with any enemy . 
of this- Cauſe hath been received either to the Covenant or Sacra- 
ment, without ſignes of Repentance for their former malignancy , 
and ſcandale (ſuch ſignes of R'epentance I mean , as men in Cha- 
rity; ought to befatisfied with). 'tis more then Miniſters andElder- 
ſhips can anfwer either to: God or the Acts and conſtitutionsof 
this Nationall. Church. I truft-all faithfull and conſciemious Mi” 
Cz niſter* 
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Riſters have laboured to keepthemſelves pure inſuch things. Yea 
the Generajl, Aſſembly. hath ordained that known compliers with . 
the rebels, and ſuch as did procure proteQions from the enemy , 
or keep correſpondence and intelligence with: him, ſhall be ſu- 
ſpended from the Lords Supper, till they manifeſt their Repen-, 
rance before the Congregation, Now ifany after ſignes andde-. 
claration of Repentance have turned again to their old wayes,of 
malignancy ,. their iniquity be upon themſelyes, not upon us. 
2, Men are no otherwiſe drawn or forced into the Covenant, then 
into other neceſlary duties. Nay. it ought nar.to. be called for- 
cing or compelling. Are men forced to ſpare theix neighbo if 
life , becauſe murther isſeverly puniſhed? or arg men compelled 
to be loyall, becauſe traitors are exemplarily pyniſhed? There 
may and muſt be a willingneſle and freeneſle in the doing gee 
contrary duty ; althoughgreat ſins muſt not go away unpuniſhed. 
Men are not compelled to vertue, becaule vice is puniſhed, elſe 
vettue were not vertue. Thoſe that refuſe the Covenant , reproach 
it, orrailagainſt it, ought to be looked upon asenemies toit , and 
dealt with accordingly: yet if any man,were. known to take the 
Covenant againſt his will, he were not ta be received, 3. Theſe 
two may well ſtand together, tocenſure the contempt or negle& 
of a duty, and withall to cenſure wickedneſle in the perſon that 
hath taken up the practiſe of the duty. . Ifany {/raelite would not 
worſnip thetrue God, he was to be put todeath, 2 Chron. 15. 13. 
but withall, if, worſhipping the true God, he wasfound to be a 
murtherer,; an adulterer, &'c. for this alſo he was to be put to 
death. The Generall Aſlembly of this Church hath appointed that 
ſuch as after admonition continue in an uſuall neglect of Prayers, 
and. the Worſhip of God in their Families ,; ſhall be:ſuſpended 
from the jLords Supper ,. till they amend, Yet ifany man ſhall. be 
found to make Familie Worſhip a cloak to his ſwearing, drunken- 
neſle, adultery or the like , muſt theſe ſcandalous ſfinnes be uncen- 
ſured, becauſe he hath taken upon him a forme of godlineſle? God 
forbid. *Tis juſt ſo here, refuſers of the.Covenant and railers 
againſt it, are juſtly cenſured ?,-but withall if wickedneſle and mali- 
gnancy be foundin any that haye taken the Covenant, their offen. 
ce and cenſure is not to be extenuated , butto be aggravated, 
I kad been but yery ſhort in the handling of this Queſtion if new 
ob- 
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objections coming to my —— not drawn mee forth to this 
length. Andnow I find one objeQtion more.. Some ſay, theargu- 
ments before brought from-Scriptureprove not the unlawfulneſſe 

.of confederacies and aflociations with Idolaters, Hereticks or pro- 
phane perſofis of the ſamie Kingdom , but only with thoſe ofano- 
ther Kingdome. Anſw. 1. Then by the conceſſion of thole that 
make the objection, *tis at leaſt unlawfull to aſſociate our ſelves 
withany of another Kingdome, who are ofa falſe religion or wick- 

<d. life. /2, If. familiar fellowſhip even with the wicked of the ſame 
Kingdom be unlawfull, then is a military aſſociation with them 
unlawfull ; for it cannos be, without conſblting, confercing , con- 
verſing frequently together. It were aprophane abuſing and mock- 
ing of Scriptare:o ſay, that we are forbidden to conveile familiarly 
with' theungodly of another Kingdom, but not with the ungodly 
of the ſame Kingdome, or that we are forbidden to marry with the 
ungodly of another Kingdome , but not with che ungodly of the 
ſame Kingdome ; for what is this but to open a wide gate upon the 
one hand, while we ſeem to-ſhut aſnarrow gate uporithe'other 
hand? 3, Were not thoſe military aſſsciations, 2 Chron. 19.2.and 
2 5. 7,8. condemned upon this reaſon , becauſe the aſfociats were 
ungodly , haters of the Lord , and becauſe God was not with them. 

Now then 4 quatenus ad omne. The reaſon holds equally againſt 
aſſociations with any of whom it can be truly ſaid, they are un- 
podlys haters of the Lord,and God is not with them, 4.God wonld 

aye the Camp of 7/rael altogether holy and clean , Det. 23. 9. 
to 14.clean from whom?not ſo much from wicked heathens (there 
was not ſo much fear of that) as from wicked 1ſraelies. 5.Saith not 

David, T will early deſtroy all the wicked of the Land , Fſal. 01.8. 
and 4 Depart from me ail ye workers of iniquity, Pſal. 6. 9.' How 
can :it.then; be imagined thathe would-make any of them his aſlo+ _ 
ciatsand heipeps werer CST | 

t tes; 74 1457 ? I 


Amandus- Polanus Coment. *3n E7ek. 16, 26, 27, 28, 


y. 4. 11 Quy Eccleſie ſoortationem, hoc eft, - idololatriam wel falſam doFrinam, 
| - 24! + confeatrationes 'cum impiis reprehexdit, non. eft Hereticus , non 
eſt. Shiſmaticus ,' nou eſt ingratiis adverſus matrem Ecclefians :  Alio- 
quin etiam Ezekiel cum Jeremia , aliiſqne Prophetis , finſſer Here- 

FICUS , aitt Shiſmaricus , aut mgratus, . 
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DEDDDED PPPED:VEPEOPEBEDEDEDD 
ro Tin 
RIGHT REVEREN D, 
The Commiſſion —_—_— 
GENERALL ASSEMBLY. 


e My very Reverend and dear Brethren , 


Hg Lrhough the LOR DS hand deraineth me from at- 
I's tending Your meetings, yer as long as I can write or 
+ ſpeak, I dar not be filent, nor conceal wy thoughts of 
any finfull and dangerous courſe in the publick proceed- 
A ABSSS ings. Having therefore heard of ſome motions and be- 
ginnings of complyance with thoſe who have been ſo deeply engaged 
ina Wardiſtructive to Religion, and the Liberties of the Kingdomes ; 
I cannot bur diſcharge my conſcience in giving a Teſtimony againſt all 
ſuch complyance. I know, and am perſwaded , thar all the faithfull 
Witneſſes thar gave Teftimony tothe Theſis, that the late Engagement 
was contrary and diftructive to the Covenant, will alſogive Teſtimony 
10 the Appendix , Tharcomplyance with any who have beene active in 
that Engagement is moſt finfull and unlawfull, I am nor able ro exprefſe 
all rhe evills-of that complyance,.' they are-ſo many ; Sure I am, it were 
2 hardening of the malignant Party , a wounding of the hearrs of rhe 
Godly ; a infinite wronging of thoſe who from rtheiraffettion ro the 
Covenant and Cauſeof G O D havetaken their life in their hand; A 
great ſcandall ro our Brethren of England, who as they have been ftreng- 
thened and encouraged by rhe hearing of rhe zeal and integriry of the 
well affected in this Kingdome , and how they oppoſed the late Enga- 
gement : So they would be as much ſcandalized ro hear ofa complynce 
with malignants now. Yea, all that hear ofirmighr juſtly ftand ama- 
zed at us, and look on us as a people infatuated, that can take in our 
boſomethe fiery Serpents that have ſtung us ſo ſore. 

Bur 
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Bur above all, that which would heighten this fin even to the hea- 
veis, is this, Tharir were not only a horrible backfliding, bur aback= 
fiding into rhar very fin which was ſpecially pointed ar , and pupiſhed 
by the preyalencie of the malignant Party: G O-D juſtly making 
them rhornes and ſcourges who were taken in as Friends, withour any 
rcall evidence or fruirs of Repenrance. Alas, ſhall we ſplit rwice upon 
the ſame Rock, yea, ran upon it, when GOD hath ſer a Beacon 
on it; Shall webeſodemented as to fall back into the ſame lin, which 
was engraven with grear letters inour late judgement ; Yea, I may ſay, 
ſhall wee thus out-face and outedare the Almighty by protecting his 
and our encmics, when he is perſecuting them, by making Peace and 
friendſhip wich them when the anger of the L OR D is burain 
azain{t them ; by ſerting them on their feer,' when G O D hathca 
them down ; Oh ſhall neither Judgementrs nor Deliverances make us 
wiſe; I muſt here apply roour preſenr condition , the words of Ezra. 
Lind after all this is come upon us for our evill deeds , and for our great treſ= 
paſſe » ſeeing that thou our G O D haſt puniſhed us leſſe thenour miguities 
deſerve, and hath giver-us ſuch deliverance as this : Shauld we again break 
thy Commandements and joyne in affinitie with the people of theſe abomina- 
tions! Wouldeſt thou not be angry with us , till thou haſt conſumed us, ſo 
that there ſhould be no remnant noreſcaping * O happy Scotland if thou 
canſt now improve arighr and not abuſe this golden opporrunitie\, but if 
thou wilr help rhe ungodly , and love them that hare the Lord , - wrath 
upon wrath, and wo upon wo ſhall be upon thee from the Lord. | 
* This Feſtimony of a dying Man, (who expects to ſtand ſhorrly.be= 
fore the Tribunall of Chriſt) I leave with you my Reverend Brethren , 
being confident of You through the L O R D, that ye will beno 
orherwiſe minded bur that as Menof G O D, moved with the zeal 
of G O D, Youwill freely diſcharge Your conſciences againſt every 
thing which You ſee lifting up ir ſelf againſt the Kingdome of the 
LORD JESUS: This ſhall be Your Peace and Comfortin 
Your latter end; Nowthe G O D ofall Grace eſtabliſh You , and 
direct You, and preſerve You all blameleſſe ro-theend, and bring 
others our of the ſnare that hanker after that complyance. So prayerh ,. 


Your moſt affetionate Brother 
: to ſerve You in whatI can 
Kirkcaldie, September 8. to my laſt, 
1648, GEORGE GILLESPIE. 
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The Teſtimony of M*. George Gille+ 
ſpie againſt Aſſociation and Com- 
Pye ce with malignant enemies of the 

ruth and Godlineſſe : Written 


two dayes before his death. 


Eiog-'now in all appearance the time of my diſſolution is 
* very” near, alrhouvh I have in my latter Wil declared my 
. ninde of - publick affaires, yet I have thought good ra 
Ade "this further Teſtimony, that I efteem the mali- 
gnant Party in theſe £=4 9 rt the ſeed of the Serpent, 
enemies to Pietie, and Presbyreriall Governmenr, (pretend what they 
will to the contrary) a generation that have not ſer G O D before 
chem, With rhe malignants are to be joyned the profane and ſcanda- 
tous, from all which , as alſo from herefies and errors, the Lord. I truſt 
is abour ro purge his Churches. I haveoften comforted my ſelf (and 
Rill:do)'with rhe hopes of the Lords purging this polluted Land, ſurely 
the Lord bath begun and will cary on . great Work of mercy, and 
will - purgeour the Rebels : I know their will be alwayesa mixture of 
Hypocrites, bur that cannot excuſe the conniving at groſſe and ſcan- 
dalous finners. This purging Work which the Lord is abour, very 
many have direct]y oppoſed and ſaid by their deeds, we will not be 
_ nor refined, burwe will be joyning and mixing our ſelves with 
theſe whom-the Minifters preach againſt as malignant enemies ro God 
and his Cauſe. Bur-lerhim rhat is filthy , -be filthy till, and ler Wiſ- 
dome be. juſtifyed' of her-Children. I recommend to rhem thar fear 
God, ſadly and ſeriouſly ro conſider thar the holy Scriprure doth plainly 
hold forth. T. That the helping of the enemies of God , or joyning 
and mingling with wicked men, is a fin highly diſpleafing. 2. Thar this 
fin hath ordinaryly enſnared Gods People into diverſe other fins. 
3- Thar: it hath been punifhed of God with grievous P—_ 
JL 2 , 4. Thar 
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4- Thar utter deſtruction is to be fed, when a people afrergrear- _—_— far 
mercies and judgements relapſe into this fin, Exre. 9. 13, 14. CLARA 

Upon theſe and. the like grounds for my ownexonerations thatſo with his 
necefſary a Truth wanr not the Teſtimony 'of a dying. Witneffe of own hand, 
Chriſt, alſo the unworthieft among many thouſands: And that Light [2 fe 
may.be held fatth, and warning given, 1 cannot be filenr ar thistime; gear; buc 
bur ſpeak by my pen when I cannot by my tongue, yea, now alſo by finding his 
the pen of another, when I cannor by my own, ſeriouſly andinthe bor 2 
name of feſus Chrift , exhorting , and obtefting all that fear God and 1; he 
make conſcience of their wayes, to be very tender and circumſpect , vvas able 
ro Watch and Pray that they be nor enſnared in thar great dangerous fin 59 write nn 
of conjunction or complyance with malignant or profane-enemies of rhe ,..q* char 
Truth, under wharfoever prudengiall confideratiohs it may be verniſhed vvbich fol- 
over, Which if men will do, and truſt God in his own way , they ſhall lovverh- 
not only not repent it, bur to their greater joy and! peace:of Gods 
people, they ſhal ſee his work go onand proſpergloriouſly. Inwit- 
neſle of the premiſſes, I have ſubſcribed the ſame with my hand' ar 
K1iRnKkaLDpry Decemb. « + 1648. Before theſe witneſſes, M. F. 
0g Miniſter at Markingſ. and M. A4/ex. Moncrief Miniſter ar 

onie, 


Sic Cabſcrib. George Gilleſpie. 
| | F. C. Wirnes, 
A.M. Witnes. 
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Followeth that part of Mr Gilleſpie 
his Letter- Wil , unto which the 
former teſtimony relateth. 


@z# 'Eing through much weakneſle and fickneſſe inexpeta- 

JF tion of my laſt change, I have thoughrgood by this my 

W Lerttrer-W1ll under my hand to declare firſt of all that rhe 
expectarion of death which appeareth not ro be far 

off doth nor ſhake me from the Faith and Truth 

which I have profeſſed and preached ;5 neither do 

I doubr bur this ſo much oppoſed Covenant and Reformation of the 
three Kingdomes is of God and will have a bappy concluſion. Ir hath 
pleaſed God who chooſerh the fooliſh things of this world to confound 
the wiſe, and the things that are not to confound the things that are to 
imploy me (the unfitreſt and unworthieſt among many thouſands) in 
the advancing and promoting of thar glorious work ; and now repent 
no forwardneſſe or zealthar ever I had therein, and dare promiſe to as 
many as will be faithful and zealous in the Cauſe of God, it ſhall be no 
orief of heart ro them afterward, bur martrer of joy and peace ; as this 
day I find ir, through Gods mercy paſſing by my many andgrear in- 
firmities, & approving my poor endeavours in his cauſe. Bur if there 
be a falling back to the fin of complyance with malignant ungodly 
men, then I look for the breaking our of the wrath of the Lord ill 
there be no remedy. O thar there were ſuch a ſpirit at leaſt in ſuch of 
our Nobility as ſtand for the Truth that they may take more of Gods 
counſell, and leane lefle ro their owne reaſon.and underſtanding. As 
from dangers on the other hand from Sectaries, I have been andam of 
the opinion rhat they are co be prevented and avoided by all lawfull 
means ; bur tbar the dangers from malignants are neareſt and greateſt 


in this Kingdome. 


Kircaldie, September x, 164$. 
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